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MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT
August 2014
THIS REPORT DOES NOT INCLUDE ITEMS DIRECTLY RELATED TO COUNCIL MEETINGS OR DAILY PHONE CALLS AND REQUESTS. 
CAPITAL PROJECTS
Legion Park Parking Lot: Project completed.  Project to be accepted at the September 4th City Council meeting.
2014 HMA Resurfacing Project: Contract negotiations to add South 12th Street. The rest of the project has been completed.  
Valleyview Drive Reconstruction: All items have been completed except for the punch list.

35th Street Reconstruction: Full closure occurred on July 22. Ricklefs Excavating is working on Watermain and Storm Sewer.

S 11th Street – Phase III: Street was open August 8 with a ribbon cutting. All items have been completed except for the punch list.

7th Avenue Improvements: Removals are complete and curbs and drives have been started.

10th Street and East Robins Road Sidewalk: Work started on July 28. Most of the grading has been completed on the 10th Street site. Sidewalks and driveways have started.

2014 Boyson Road Lighting Project:  Contract with Trey Electric was accepted by Council on August 21. Preconstruction meeting will be held sometime in September.
RCB Culvert New – Single Box; STP-E-CO57(113)-8V-57: Apparent low bidder Vieth Construction Corporation per IDOT letting. Waiting for IDOT to proceed. (Joint w/ Linn County Conservation and Linn County)
DESIGN
Tower Terrace Road Phase V (10th St to Winslow Rd): Design consultant YTT continues with acquisitions and negotiations with Linn Mar for property.  
6th Avenue Sanitary/Storm Sewer Improvements – Phase III: Possible inclusion of storm/sanitary improvements with corridor design (13th – 31st Street). 
Central Corridor- Roundabout at 7th Street/ 7th Ave:  Environmental assessments phase II has been completed with no further action recommendation. 1st submittal to IDOT has been completed with comments back. Several utility meetings have been held and waiting for clearance from IDOT to start on Final Plans.
Central Corridor – Phase at 13th Street to 31st Street: Work with consultant on plans
6 ½ Avenue PDS Alley: Topographic survey is completed and a preliminary design is completed. A final design is in process.
29th Avenue and 35th Street Intersection Improvements: Shive Hattery has submitted for funding.
Police Station Sidewalk: Final design has been completed and negotiations for the work have begun to be added to the 10th Street and East Robins Project.

Ramp Repair Program: Preliminary survey and Plans have begun
Hillview Reconstruction Project: Research and preliminary survey has begun for letting this winter and construction next year.

13th Street Curb and Gutter and HMA Overlay: Research and preliminary survey has begun for letting this winter and construction next year.

MISCELLANEOUS
For new subdivisions, we GPS all the infrastructure and incorporate it into the GIS mapping.
During the month of August we issued 19 Sewer and 5 Street Occupancy Permits in our department.  
2012 Sidewalk Inspection Program:  One repair remains and is being handled by the City Attorney.
2014 Sidewalk Inspection Program:  63% of the 522 violations have been repaired for the south ½ of the City. Numerous calls have been received regarding this program.

Staff conducted monthly utility coordination meeting to discuss upcoming developments and projects. 

Traffic counts were conducted and a report prepared for the 29th Avenue/ 35th Street intersection.  

SUBDIVISIONS
Aspen Ridge 1st Addition:  Underground storm work was completed.  Subgrade prep next.
Authors 3rd Addition:  Paving completed, draintile installed.  Intake tops, punchlist items remain.
Bowman Meadows 3rd:  Paving completed.  Draintile being installed.  Alburnett Road lighting, intake tops, and punch list items remain.
Bridge Creek 2nd Addition:  Punch list items remain, including re-grading and seeding of swale.
Bridge Creek 3rd Addition:  Paving completed.  Intake tops, inserts were poured.  Basin grading, 8’ trail, and punch list items remain.

Country Club Estates 9th:  Underground storm work nearly completed.
Gemstone Preliminary Plat:  Mass grading has begun.
Hunters Field 7th:  Punch list items remain.
Irish Drive Extension:  South ½ of Irish Drive is rocked and ready to be trimmed and paved.  North ½ has underground utilities installed, and prepping subgrade for proof roll.
Prestwick Place:  Plan of improvements have been approved.  Site grading has started.
Squaw Creek Meadows 6th:  Basin needs to be installed once wetland mitigation is approved by Corps of Engineers.  Punch list items on subdivision.
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT:
Linn-Mar Oakridge Addition-  Site plan approved and underground utilities are in place.

Marak Properties (5185 8th Ave) – Two dry wells are installed along the east and south portion of property.  Garage units are being built.

Marion Iron 3rd Ave Site – Site plan work has begun.
Calvin Ehlts Warehouse 8th Ave site – Site work is partial completed.  Loading dock was removed from building plans but no new site plan has been submitted.  

Freund Vector 44th St – Site plan work has begun.

Fiberight – Site plan has been reviewed and approved by Engineering.
Hennessey Lot 2 (10th Street)-   Site work is partially completed.
Linn County Business Park – Building construction on-going.
Lincolnview – Site continues on as new buildings are being constructed.
1207 7th Ave, Capital Commercial – Site plan approved.  Hold Harmless has been signed for parking in 12th St.  Building construction on-going.
NRCS Office on 62nd Street – Site nearly complete.  Basin needs to be fixed to match approved plans.
Old Kum and Go site – Site work completed.
Integrity Homes Storage Garages on 62st Street – Site plan approved.

Marion Public Services Site – Site development plan reviewed and comments back to Consultant.

Legacy Site Plan – Site development plan reviewed and comments back to Consultant.

MS4 PERMIT & STORMWATER MANAGEMENT:
Rogers Concrete Illicit Disharge.  Coordinated with city attorney Devin Kelly about municipal infraction.

Attended a webinar for SWPPP inspection software called ComplianceGO

Several meetings and discussions regarding various ICWMA issues

Attended the “Cleaner Waterways” event hosted by the Linn County League of Women Voters on Saturday, August 16. 

Call from Bob Burger, 373-9381, about the SWU on his property at 5600 REC Dr.  He thought that the fee would not be active until there were active water meters.  He also thought that he would have no fee since there is a private detention basin on the property.  I provided him with the correct information about SWU fees and credits. 

Call from Jill St. John of Bentley manufacturing, 373-5971, asking why they are paying stormwater “tax” to both the state and the city; I informed her that they are paying a permit fee (GP#1) to the IDNR, and explained our SWU to her.  

Attended the ICWMA lunch & learn on water quality – and the ICWMA board meeting that followed it – on Wednesday August 13 & from 10:30 to 3:00.  

Called Tim Herald at Croell, W 362-8080, M 350-2866, giving him a heads-up about the fines being imposed on Rogers.

Call from Dustin Hinrich of Trees Forever about storm water issues with the parking lot of his church Flowing Waters.  

Met with Larry Smith, 1890 7th Ave, 373-5926 or 929-5926, about SWU fee and neighbors proposed parking lot; met with him and neighbors, encouraged them to use porous pavement or pavers; spoke to them about their SWU fee.  

Call from Nick Anderson, 157 Barrington Pkwy, asking about how to connect his sump pump discharge into the city draintile.

Spoke w/ Bob Butche, 899-0698, about Echo Hill subdivision; informed him of its GP2 status of “discontinued” which he believed to be incorrect; he will contact the DNR about that; 

Request for a site from w/ Kristina Amerman, 385 Saddleback Dr, 826-2333, about the drainage easement along the south property line possibly not graded properly.  I advised her that the 10’ easement looks to be graded properly, but she can, if she wanted to, get an LS to verify.

Call from Ron Cummins at 1610 Hunters Field Ln, 447-0892, cell 389-7929, about the drainage in his back yard; I met a couple weeks ago with him, Karl Rosenberg, and Zack (?) the grading contractor for 1615 Hunters Green Way to advise how to properly grade the site to drain; Ron claims they did not grade it the way we discussed and requested I look at it; I said I would do that, but it’s a private issue between him, Karl, and Zack.

Call from Gerald Buisman, 44654 Windemere Ct, 377-1302, complaining about the wetland area south of his house.  I advised him that it is a dedicated wetland and to not mow it.

Call from a realtor at Coldwell Banker Hedges about where the easement is at 4110 McGowan; he has a buyer who wants to build a house there; I advised him that the builder must get a building permit, and that will show all easements and setbacks. 

Call from Ashley who lives in the Pebblebrook condos on Grand Ave, cell 563-543-2626,work 366-8095, about the drainageway through the parcel and who mows/maintains it.

Several SWU adjustments due to issues such as ownership changes and additional impervious surfaces found on 2012 aerial. 369 & 371 7th Ave Spotless Pooch & Marion Laundromat; 3285 & 3303 3rd Ave Pate asphalt & Skybeam Acquisition; TRIPLE E MANUFACTURING; HUBBELL'S AUTO REPAIR; Borst Bros; Rogers Concrete.

SWPPP inspections at Residences at the Park, 35th St construction, Linn Meadows, Champions Estates, Hunters Ridge, Bridge Creek, Aspen Ridge, Irish Drive, Nottingham Hills, Bowman Woods 33 & 34, Briargate, Commons at English Glen, Authors & Villas on 35th, Valleyview, S 11th, Squaw Creek Meadows, Marion Iron, Edgebrook estates, Vector Freund, Hupp Elec, Marion Enterprise Ctr, Country Club Est, Oak Park Est, Echo Hill, Linn Mar parking lot.  

Inspected outfalls at 36 locations downstream of or near active construction sites.

Took multiple calls this month about erosion problems in country club additions.  Met on-site with Todd Frazier and John from Rathje on Monday August 25th to describe the problems and come up with a plan for correcting them.  

There was some confusion about the water and SWU accounts for Pate asphalt 3285 & 3303 3rd Ave.  The new tenant at 3285 3rd Ave, Skybeam Acquisition, claimed to have purchased both parcels and wanted the accounts to be in their name.  I contacted Jane Pate who informed me that Skybeam is only a tenant, not the owner.  I forwarded this information to Janice Lawrence in the water dept.

Compared the amendments to CR’s stormwater utility to Marion’s to evaluate possible rate increases.  Composed a memo to Dan Whitlow about options. 
Provided brochures for cement washouts to several concrete contractors throughout the month.

The annual meeting of the Stormwater Advisory Committee was held at noon on Friday, August 29.
Met with the new Stormwater Coordinator for Cedar Rapids.
ADMINISTRATION
Approved scope of services agreement for Engineering Services proposals for Tower Terrace Road (C Ave to Alburnett Road);

Attended Monthly Subdivision Review Meetings;
Continued to work with Cedar Rapids regarding Tower Terrace Road 28E Agreement (C to Alburnett);
Met with developer regarding Prestwick Place Addition;

Met with staff to discuss administration and observation duties regarding the Hwy 151/13 Grant Wood Trail Underpass Project;

Met with developer regarding English Glenn Phase III;

Attended Communications Committee Meeting;

Continued discussion with Linn Mar Schools regarding Tower terrace Road on Linn Mar High School property;

Continued to monitor Storm Water Utility Billing Database implementation;

Attended monthly subdivision review meeting;

Continued discussion regarding Central Corridor Project – 13TH to 31ST Street;

Attended Linn-Mar Schools Monthly Coordination Meeting;

Continued distribution of Weekly Project Update Email;

Continued participation with APWA – Iowa Chapter Board of Directors (President Elect);

Continued to serve on the Iowa Engineering Society Regional Board (Past-President);

Continue regular engineering staff and supervisory meetings;

Performed monthly update of Engineering Work Program (progress tracking);

Evaluated and presented several TAC items to City Council.
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