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MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT
September 2014
THIS REPORT DOES NOT INCLUDE ITEMS DIRECTLY RELATED TO COUNCIL MEETINGS OR DAILY PHONE CALLS AND REQUESTS. 
CAPITAL PROJECTS
Legion Park Parking Lot: Project completed.  Project was accepted at the September 4th City Council meeting.
2014 HMA Resurfacing Project: Contract Change Order has been signed to add South 12th Street to the Contract to add South 12th Street. The rest of the project has been completed.  
Valleyview Drive Reconstruction: Punch list has been completed and is on for acceptance on the October 9 Council Meeting
35th Street Reconstruction: The majority of the underground is completed. Rock grade and paving hubs have been set and a proof roll is scheduled for October 1.

S 11th Street – Phase III: Street was open August 8 with a ribbon cutting. All items have been completed except for the punch list.

7th Avenue Improvements: 13th Street is now removed and pouring of the amenity zone has been ongoing.
10th Street and East Robins Road Sidewalk: East Robins is complete except for seeding and erosion control. 10th Street is complete except for 1800 & 1850 10th Street. Three change orders have been written for additional work for items adjacent to this area.

2014 Boyson Road Lighting Project:  Preconstruction meeting will be held September 29th.  Work will start in mid-October.
RCB Culvert New – Single Box; STP-E-CO57(113)-8V-57: Apparent low bidder Vieth Construction Corporation per IDOT letting. City of Marion City Council to accept bids on October 9 Council Meeting. (Joint w/ Linn County Conservation and Linn County)
DESIGN
Tower Terrace Road Phase V (10th St to Winslow Rd): Design consultant YTT continues with acquisitions and negotiations with Linn Mar for property.  Plans were reviewed and comments were submitted back to the consultant for further design.
6th Avenue Sanitary/Storm Sewer Improvements – Phase III: Possible inclusion of storm/sanitary improvements with corridor design (13th – 31st Street). 
Central Corridor- Roundabout at 7th Street/ 7th Ave:  Environmental assessments phase II has been completed with no further action recommendation. 1st submittal to IDOT has been completed with comments back. NEPA clearance was received on 9-24-14 and so final design has started. 
Central Corridor – Phase at 13th Street to 31st Street: Work with consultant on plans
6 ½ Avenue PDS Alley: Preliminary plans have been developed and meeting requests with adjacent property owners has been set up in order to acquire temporary construction easements.
29th Avenue and 35th Street Intersection Improvements: Shive Hattery has submitted for funding.
Police Station Sidewalk: Change Order request with Rathje was much higher cost than expected. We will prepare to send out as a quote to have contractor build this construction season or next.
2014 Ramp Repair Program: Drafting of plans has begun with projected acceptance of plans by council in October.
Hillview Reconstruction Project: Research and preliminary survey has begun for letting this winter and construction next year.

13th Street Curb and Gutter and HMA Overlay: Research and preliminary survey has begun for letting this winter and construction next year.

Lowe Park South Drive and Parking Concept Design and Estimate: Meeting with Parks Director to establish an original scope to start with.

Cedar Rapids Metro Standard Specifications and Details to Statewide Urban Design and Specification Program (SUDAS): Continue to look at differences and writing special provisions.
MISCELLANEOUS
For new subdivisions, we GPS all the infrastructure and incorporate it into the GIS mapping.
During the month of September we issued 30 Sewer and 17 Street Occupancy Permits in our department.  
2012 Sidewalk Inspection Program:  One repair remains and is being handled by the City Attorney.
2014 Sidewalk Inspection Program:  87% of the 522 violations have been repaired for the south ½ of the City. Numerous calls have been received regarding this program. Certified letters were sent out October 2nd.
Staff conducted monthly utility coordination meeting to discuss upcoming developments and projects. 

SUBDIVISIONS
Aspen Ridge 1st Addition:  Subgrade was prepped and sub base rock put down.
Authors 3rd Addition:  Punchlist items remain.
Bowman Meadows 3rd:  Basin outlet needs to be installed, and Alburnett lights need to be put up.  Other punchlist items remain.
Bridge Creek 2nd Addition:  Swale was re-graded.  To be accepted by City Council at October 9th meeting.
Bridge Creek 3rd Addition:  Punch list items remain.

Country Club Estates 9th:  Unground work completed, subgrade prepped, and sub base rock put down.
Gemstone 1st Addition:  Underground work under proposed 1st Addition paving completed.  Subgrade was prepped.
Hunters Field 7th:  Re-seeding of site remains.
Irish Drive Extension:  Site was paved up to taper just south of West Williams Road.
Prestwick Place:  Underground work completed.  Subgrade was proof rolled, and sub base rock put down.
Squaw Creek Meadows 6th:  Basin needs to be installed once wetland mitigation is approved by Corps of Engineers.  Punch list items on subdivision.
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT:
Linn-Mar Oakridge Addition-  Site plan approved and underground utilities are in place.

Marak Properties (5185 8th Ave) – Two dry wells are installed along the east and south portion of property.  Garage units are being built.

Marion Iron 3rd Ave Site – Site plan work has begun.
Calvin Ehlts Warehouse 8th Ave site – Site work is partial completed.  No site work has been done for some time.  

Freund Vector 44th St – Underground site work has been completed.
Fiberight – Site plan has been reviewed and approved by Engineering.
Hennessey Lot 2 (10th Street)-   Site needs to be seeded, and trash rack added to outlet structure.
Linn County Business Park – Building construction on-going.
Lincolnview – Site continues on as new buildings are being constructed.
1207 7th Ave, Capital Commercial – Site plan approved.  Hold Harmless has been signed for parking in 12th St.  Building construction on-going.
NRCS Office on 62nd Street – Site nearly complete.  Basin needs to be fixed to match approved plans.  No work has been done for quite some time.
Old Kum and Go site – Site work completed.  Traffic signs needs to be added to access locations.
Integrity Homes Storage Garages on 62st Street – Site plan approved.

Marion Public Services Site – Site development plan reviewed and comments back to Consultant.

Legacy Site Plan – Site development plan reviewed and comments back to Consultant.

El Plast Site Plan – Plan of improvements and storm calculations have be reviewed and comments back to Consultant.

MS4 PERMIT & STORMWATER MANAGEMENT:
•
At the request of Sarah Pinion, MISD superintendent, gave a presentation on 9/2 about Marion’s stormwater management program to the Marion Rotary at the Longbranch.

•
Met w/ Amy Bouska of NRCS about ICWMA Critical Urban Conservation Issues and ordinance review for the watershed assessment.

•
Attended the IFIS meeting at KCC on 9/4.

•
After a thunderstorm during the night of 9/8, there was erosion and mud tracking at Hunters Field, Bridge Creek, and a house on Boson Ct.  Contacted the developers and owners to fix it.  Also informed Karl Rosenberg about seeding that’s needed on Hunters Field.

•
Email from Nigel Wright, 415 S 14th St, about the sump pump discharge from Marion Home School.  Called to Ken Cook at MISD (left voicemail) to follow-up on the plans to connect that into the draintile in S. 14th St.

•
Call from Roger Flink, 4320 Lucore Rd, 981-3300, about the pond in his yard turning muddy brown.  I met him at his house to investigate.  There is an old farm tile the runs through the pond that is likely getting muddy water backing up into it from Indian Creek.

•
Call from a contractor named Gary, 533-0851, about sump pump connection at 2400 Brockman.  There is no draintile in that area.  Advised him to discharge into back yard and drainage easement.

•
Met with a builder proposing to build a house with a walk-out basement on the lot at 605 Alexis Ln.  The lot is not designed for a walk-out.  Advised the builder to make sure there is a 2% fall from the low opening to the back property line.  The builder said he will submit more detailed plans.

•
On 9/5, at the request of Tim Mooney, I called the homeowner at 1392 Rolling Glen Dr (Lisa, 319-270-3945) about the grading in her back yard.  Her concerns were primarily erosion and water in basements.  I informed her that there was supposed to have been a larger drainage swale along her back property line that would be more effective in conveying water through her yard, and that there will be a grading company out there in the near future to re-grade it properly.  On 9/16, Met with Tim Mooney, Bryce Ricklefs, and Aaron Finch about the Bridge Creek drainage swale which was not graded properly.  Ricklefs claimed that he graded both swales on the north and south side of Rolling Glen based on survey data provided by Hall & Hall, but the swale did not match the approved grading plan.  Hall & Hall submitted a new plan for the swale on the south side of Rolling Glen, and both swales were regarded properly.  On 9/22, after Hall & Hall reset the property pins, I took pictures of both swales to document .

•
On 9/22 Jeff Rogers of Rogers Concrete was served with a citation about his illicit discharge.  He called to inform me that he was disconnecting the storm drain pipe today.  I took some pictures of the hole he dug and the pipe was, in fact, removed.  Rogers still needs to correct the runoff from overflowing truck wash bays.

•
ICWMA lunch & learn on 9/24 where Vernon research group presentation the initial results of the online social assessment survey.  The lunch & learn was followed by an ICWMA board meeting.

•
Several emails were received from and sent to Pete Anderson, 3114 Carlisle Cir, about the drainage through his yard.  He submitted an application for drainage assistance that included some of his neighbors.  The application was put on the Council agenda to be received and filed.  

•
Developed the 2014 Annual Stormwater Report and sent it to IDNR.

•
Voicemail from Marcy Fauconniere, 551-4923, about sump pump discharge near her house at 3605 Monarch Ave.  (Call was from Thursday 9/18) Returned her call and left a voicemail for her.

•
Met w/ Cathy Hill of Skogman about draintile and sump pump at 2565 Highview Ct.  It was a building code issue, not stormwater, so I referred the matter to the building dept.

•
Called Mark Opheim, 538-6737, about erosion control at a garage he’s building at 385 Partridge Dr. 

•
Called Abel Investments, 360-2904, about the house they are building at 2402 Vaughn Dr and the storm sewer on the NE side of the house. Was referred to a business partner, Jason, 360-9050.  Left him a voicemail.

•
Inspection of drainage swale and easement at 825 Archer Dr.

•
Call from Dave Kovarik, 377-3944, 3615 24th Ave, inquiring about the draintile in the back of his property – whether it’s public or private maintenance.

•
Met on 9/30 with Taryn Kroymann, a student in the IowaBIG education program, about a project she is and two other students are working on related to watersheds and stormwater management.  

•
Began communication with Stacie Johnson of ISEWP, Kacey Hutchinson of CR, and Nick Streng of Hiawatha about collaborating and combining our ISWEP cluster training.  Instead of each city getting one training workshop, we are trying to coordinate it so that all three cities join in on three different workshops.
ADMINISTRATION
Attended Monthly Subdivision Review Meetings;
Continued to work with Cedar Rapids regarding Tower Terrace Road 28E Agreement (C to Alburnett);

Attended APWA Annual Fall Conference;

Attended CeMar Coordination Meeting with Cedar Rapids staff;

Attended GovQA Software Demonstration-Bldg Dept.;

Attended IworQ permit software webinar;

Met with Arden Shindoll - 1038 Rolling Glen Drive regarding Sanitary Sewer Access;

Met regarding future winterizing of City house at 35th Street and 29th Ave;

Met with developer Winslow Rd realignment;

Met with Anderson-Bogert reagrding Armar Acquisition;

Met regarding Klinger Site Plan meeting;

Met regarding Concept Review - Alburnett Road;

Attended Preconstruction Meeting for Boyson Road Lighting Project;

Attended Special Corridor MPO Meeting;

29th Avenue Widening Project update meeting;

Met regarding 7th Avenue brick;

Attended Blue Zones Project Marion Community Policy Committee;
Met with developer regarding English Glenn Phase III;

Attended Communications Committee Meeting;

Continued discussion with Linn Mar Schools regarding Tower terrace Road on Linn Mar High School property;

Continued to monitor Storm Water Utility Billing Database implementation;

Attended monthly subdivision review meeting;

Continued discussion regarding Central Corridor Project – 13TH to 31ST Street;

Attended Linn-Mar Schools Monthly Coordination Meeting;

Continued distribution of Weekly Project Update Email;

Continued participation with APWA – Iowa Chapter Board of Directors (President Elect);

Continued to serve on the Iowa Engineering Society Regional Board (Past-President);

Continue regular engineering staff and supervisory meetings;

Performed monthly update of Engineering Work Program (progress tracking);

Evaluated and presented several TAC items to City Council.
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