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ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT WORK PROGRAM 

 

PROPOSED 2016 PROJECT CONSTRUCTION 

The complete Annual Engineering Work Program and Map, with estimated 

construction schedules, separated by project type, can be found at www.cityofmarion.org. 
 

Each year, in conjunction with the annual City budgeting process, the Engineering Department prepares a 

Work Program to be presented to City Council for review and approval. Council review typically occurs 

during February or March when projects are presented by staff and input is taken from Council and the 

public.  

Funding sources include Capital Improvement Project Bonding, Road Use Tax, General Fund, Tax 

Increment Financing, Local Option Sales Tax, Storm Water Management, and Sanitary Sewer 

Replacement funds. 

The size of the program varies widely from year to year depending available funding. Local Option Sales 

Tax has now provided the ability to complete a consistently larger program, better allowing the City to 

maintain existing infrastructure and provide new systems associated with new development. This year 

staff is again challenged with an extensive program, including additional larger projects and some smaller 

projects as constructed in 2015. 

The program is divided into four sections; beginning with the completion of last year’s projects, 

transitioning to this year’s projects and finishing with project development for the next year. 

The complete draft program, with estimated constructions schedules, separated by project type, can be 

found at www.cityofmarion.org. Descriptions of the proposed projects are as follows. 

STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

 2015 10th Street Reconstruction Project - Rathje Construction Co., $332,298.15 

The project, using LOST funding, includes the reconstruction of 10th Street from 5th Avenue to 6th 

Avenue consistent with the remainder of the new Central Corridor. 

 

http://www.cityofmarion.org/
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The project opened to traffic on Nov. 20, 2015. 

Work has been suspended for the winter and a 

supplemental contract was approved by City 

Council on Dec. 3, 2015 for the application of 

thermoplastic pavement lines and symbols in the 

spring. 

The contractor has used approximately 38 of 50 

working days provided.   

 2015 Alburnett Road Widening Project - Rathje Construction Co., $189,587 

The project, using Miscellaneous Street Repair funding, includes the widening of Alburnett Road 

between 29th Avenue and East Robins Road to provide for the addition of a dedicated left turn lane 

north and south. Additional tapers north and south of the intersections/widening will allow traffic to 

transition into the widened areas. 

Additional signage will be added to better alert drivers to the intersection hazards. 

Work shall commence no later than April 11, 2016 and be completed within 50 working days. 

Liquidated damages in the amount of $300 per day will be assessed for each day in excess of the 

specified completion date. Some lane closures and localized congestion are expected during 

construction. 

 35th Street / 29th Avenue Mini Roundabout Project – Eastern Iowa Excavating, $255,366  

The project, using LOST and Traffic Safety Improvement 

Program (TSIP) grant funding, includes the construction of a 

mini roundabout to replace the existing 2-way stop condition. 

This project involves installing concrete pavement, sidewalks, 

curbs and street lighting to complete a mini roundabout at the 

intersection of 35th Street and 29th Avenue. 

Work shall commence no later than April 11, 2016 and be 

completed within 45 working days. Liquidated damages in 

the amount of $300 per day will be assessed for each day in 

excess of these schedules. 

The project will be constructed in phases with some lane closures and one short term complete 

intersection closure while the island is constructed. 

 Tower Terrace Road Project – Phase V – Mooney-Engle Land Company, $1,517,642 

The joint public/private project includes the extension of Tower Terrace Road east from the 10th 

Street intersection to the new location of Winslow Road, west of Indian Creek. The construction will 

extend the typical cross section of the divided street with grass median, decorative lights, and trees. 

The project will also include the 

completion of the signalization of the 10th 

Street and Tower Terrace Road 

Intersection. 

The City has completed right-of-way 

acquisition of property east of the Linn-

Mar property and continues to strive for 

completion of right-of-way acquisition 

from Linn-Mar Schools. 

Construction activities are anticipated to 

have limited impact to traffic.    Phase V – Tower Terrace Road  



 

www.cityofmarion.org 
3 

   
   

 

3 

 Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements  

(Roundabout at 7th Ave & 7th St) - Ricklefs Excavating, LTD, $2,871,607 

The project, using bond funding and a 

grant from the Iowa Clean Air Attainment 

Program, will include the reconstruction of 

the 7th Street and 7th Avenue intersection. 

The completed project will include a 

roundabout and connection to all entering 

street legs ultimately shifting commuting 

traffic to Sixth Avenue to improve 

efficiency and safety. Relocating traffic 

will also allow the Uptown to become 

more pedestrian friendly environment. 

Utility reconstruction and relocation have 

occurred over the winter in preparation for 

construction to start. 

Staff is working with the Chamber of Commerce to alert the public regarding access to the Uptown 

Businesses.  

Please be aware of potential lane closures and construction near the travel lanes. 

Work shall commence no later than April 11, 2016 and be completed within 120 working days. 

The project will be broken into 6 stages. Two lanes of through traffic, one in each direction, will be 

maintained at all times, along with access to the adjacent businesses. 

 2016 Winslow Road Realignment Project - Mooney-Engle Land Company, $1,070,411 

The joint public/private project includes the relocation of Winslow Road from Settler Drive to Tower 

Terrace Road. The construction will extend the typical cross section for a collector street with trail on 

one side and sidewalk on the other. 

On Sept. 17, 2015 City Council approved a Development Agreement with Mooney-Engle Land 

Company regarding the Winslow Road Relocation Project. 

On Sept. 17, 2015 City Council also approved concurrence of a contract for the construction of the 

Winslow Road Relocation Project by Mooney-Engle Land Company in the amount of $1,070,411. 

Completion of the realignment will require the construction of a temporary connection to the old 

Winslow Road alignment to allow continued use until more of Tower Terrace Road is constructed.  

The contractor has begun grading the site in preparation of construction.  

Working days and completion date will be set and controlled by the developer. 

   

Latest Proposed Site Plan    Work on the Site 
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 Central Corridor Project (26th Street to 31st Street) – Abode Construction 

The project will include the reconstruction of the Central Corridor Project from 26th Street to 31st 

Street including the roundabout near the old Marion Iron Site connecting 6th Avenue to 7th Avenue. 

The project, a public/private partnership, includes the partial construction of the Central Corridor 

Project between 13th and 31st Streets by Abode Construction. 

On May, 10, 2014 a resolution approving a development agreement with Genesis Equities, LLC., 

including tax increment financing payments in an amount not to exceed $8,400,000, was approved by 

City Council providing for the construction funding by the developer. 

The project will be constructed in 2 stages, including sanitary sewer in Stage 1, and paving with storm 

sewer in stage 2. 

On Aug. 6, 2015 City Council approved a resolution regarding concurrence of a contract for the 

construction of the Central Corridor Project (26th St to 31st St – Stage I) by Genesis Equities, LCC, in 

the amount of $369,232.30. 

The contractor continues with the installation of sanitary sewer on 6th Avenue east from 17th Street, 

however, some work is on hold due to delays associated with IDNR site access approval for the 

Marion Iron Site. 

The project will be constructed in phases with some lane closures and localized congestion when 

building the roundabout. 

Working days and completion date will be set and controlled by the developer. 

 

 2016 HMA Resurfacing Project - $1,000,000 

This annual program, using Miscellaneous Street Repair funding, includes the asphalt overlay of 

streets evaluated to be both in the most need and to provide the greatest benefit to the most drivers. 

Staff annually evaluates the need for maintenance of local streets against those collector and arterial 

streets carrying the most traffic. 

On January 7, 2016 City Council approved street segment locations to be included in the 2016 HMA 

Resurfacing Project. 

On February 4, 2016 City Council approved the Project Calendar as follows: 

The project will include the approximately 6700 T of ½” asphalt surface and base, and 34,440 SY of 

milling.  

1) 5th Street from 29th Avenue to 300’ North. 

2) South 14th Street from A Avenue to G Avenue. 

3) 5th Avenue from 13th Street to 31st Street. 

4) A Avenue from 15th Street to 22nd Street. 

5) 22nd Street from 8th Avenue to 10th Avenue. 

6) 12th Avenue from Maplecrest to Northview Drive. 

7) 15th Avenue from Maplecrest to Northview Drive. 
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8) 8th Avenue from 25th Street to 30th Street. 

9) 26th Street from 3rd Avenue to 5th Avenue. 

10) 4th Avenue from 27th Street to 31st Street. 

11) 50th Street from 8th Avenue to 10th Avenue. 

12) Southview Drive -Twixt Town Road to Ridge Drive. 

960,950. 

Sealed bids will be received on February 23, 2016 for proposed Council consideration of award on 

March 3, 2016. 

Work shall begin no later than July 18, 2016 and be completed within 55 working days. 

Liquidated damages in the amount of $300.00 per day will be assessed for each calendar day in excess 

of this schedule 

 Fairview Drive Reconstruction - $350,000 

This project, using Miscellaneous Street Repair funding, includes the reconstruction of Fairview 

Drive from 8th Street to 11th Street.  

On Nov. 5, 2015 City Council approved the addition of $50,000 of LOST funding to construct a west 

end connection with Orchard Road to allow better access by vehicles and emergency services. 

On February 4, 2016 City Council approved the Project Calendar as follows: 

The project includes the reconstruction of the existing pavement, driveways, storm sewer, subdrain, 

water main and other associated work.  

Quantities include approximately 3840 SY of 7”concrete pavement, 630 SY of concrete driveway, 

840 SY sidewalk and 1,180LF of storm sewer and other associated work. 

The engineer’s preliminary construction estimate for the Project is $537,400. 

Sealed bids will be received on February 23, 2016 

for proposed Council consideration of award on 

March 3, 2016. 

Work shall begin no later than May 31, 2016 and 

be completed within 70 working days. 

Liquidated damages in the amount of $500.00 per 

day will be assessed for each calendar day in 

excess of this schedule.  

Complete closures of these blocks will occur to 

provide for storm sewer installation and complete 

pavement reconstruction.                                                                Proposed New Connection 

Construction is expected to require approximately 3 months to complete, with complete street closure 

expected to be one month.          

 2016 Winslow Road Reconstruction Project - $770,000 

This project, using LOST funding, will include the 

reconstruction of Winslow Road from 

approximately Valentine Drive south to the northern 

Indian Creek Bridge.  

The project includes the reconstruction of the 

existing pavement, driveways, storm sewer, 

subdrain, water main and other associated work. 

Engineering staff has begun development and design 
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of this project for the 2016 construction season. 

Staff will evaluate different project scopes and methods for reconstruction in the coming months. 

Construction is expected require approximately 3-5 months to complete, with a period of complete 

street closure expected to provide for storm sewer installation and complete pavement reconstruction. 

 Armar Drive Extension Project - $400,000 

The proposed project will extend Armar Drive from the existing south end (in Cedar Rapids) to 

Highway 100. The intersection at Highway 100 has 

already been constructed and signalized with 

ARRA Funds. 

The City continues with the process for 

condemnation of right-of-way for this highly 

significant project. Per Section 354.4A of the Code 

of Iowa 7 day notice will be given to the property 

owner to allow for the surveying of the required 

acquisition.  

On Nov. 5, 2015 City Council approved a 

resolution establishing fair market value and just 

compensation for the acquisition of certain real property and an interest in real property owned by 

Phyllis M. Rausch, trustee of the William J. Rausch Family Trust, located north of Highway 100. 

 West 8th Avenue Reconstruction Project - $800,000 

This project, using LOST funding, will include 

the widening of West 8th Avenue from 

approximately Lindale Drive to Indian Creek 

Engineering staff has begun development and 

design of this project for the 2016 construction 

season and will evaluate different project scopes 

and methods for reconstruction in the coming 

months. 

The completed project will include three lanes 

of pavement with street lights, trail crossing, 

and landscaping.  

Staff may delay this project due to traffic conflicts with the 7th and 7th Roundabout Project. Project 

development will continue and letting consideration will be dependent on progression of the 

Roundabout Project. Construction is expected to require approximately 5-6 months to complete, with 

several lane closures and restrictions to provide for storm sewer installation and complete pavement 

reconstruction. 

 Alburnett Road Extension Project - $1,300,000 

This project, using LOST funding, will include the first phase of the extension of Alburnett Road 

from 7th Avenue to Boyson Road. 

On Feb. 15, 2001 Council approved the alignment option extending Alburnett Road south from 

Edinburgh Drive, south across Indian Creek, through Willow Park and along 2nd Avenue to 7th 

Avenue. 

Council later reaffirmed the need for the realignment due to traffic volumes and congestion along 

Central Avenue and 10th Street. 

Project funding is not intended to provide for the construction of the bridge over Indian Creek but will 

allow for extensive preliminary work to be completed. 
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Staff anticipates contracting associated property acquisitions and project design services to private 

firms to help with project workloads. 

 

 

 Central Corridor Project (13th Street to 26th Street) – Abode Construction 

The project will include the reconstruction of 6th Avenue from 13th Street to 26th Street. 

The project, a public/private partnership, includes the partial construction of the Central Corridor 

Project between 13th and 31st Streets by Abode Construction. 

On May 10, 2014 a resolution approving a development agreement with Genesis Equities, LLC., 

including tax increment financing payments in an amount not to exceed $8,400,000 plus interest, was 

approved by City Council providing for the construction funding by the developer. 

The developer has hired a consultant for project design services and construction plan development is 

near completion.  

Construction is expected to begin in late 2016 or 2017 and will require some localized closures and 

create congestion mainly at cross streets. Project schedule is dependent on right-of-way acquisitions. 

Working days and completion date will be set and controlled by the developer. 
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 2017 HMA Resurfacing Project - $1,000,000 

This annual program, using Miscellaneous Street Repair funding, includes the asphalt overlay of 

public streets. Staff annually evaluates the need for maintenance of the street network identifying 

those streets in immediate need for the current year program. Staff also evaluates and recommends 

streets that will, in their opinion, need resurfacing in the next couple years and prioritizes them for 

future consideration.  

Construction is expected to begin in mid-summer 2017. 

 Neighborhood Street Improvements - $900,000 

This project, using LOST funding, will include the use of designated funding to complete selected 

improvements to streets by recommended HMA overlays or reconstruction. 

Staff will determine project candidates to make recommendations to City Council in late 2016. 

 29th Avenue / Indian Creek Road Intersection Improvements - $500,000 

This project, using LOST funding, will include the evaluation and installation of improvements to the 

intersection to reduce congestion and improve safety for both vehicles and pedestrians. 

Staff will consider all means to provide improvements that may include traffic signals or other safety 

methods and devices. 

 Lucore Road Reconstruction Project - $1,000,000 

This project, using LOST funding, will include the reconstruction of Lucore Road from 

approximately Hunters Ridge Road south to approximately the Indian Creek Bridge.  

Staff will evaluate different project scopes and methods for reconstruction in the coming months and 

include the reconstruction of the existing pavement, driveways, storm sewer, subdrain, water main 

and other associated work. 

Due to the rapid deterioration of the existing pavement staff had requested, and received approval, for 

the project funding within the LOST Draft Spending Plan to be moved from Year 5 (2018-19) to Year 

3 (2016-17). This will require funding associated with the 35th / Munier Road and 44th Street / 

Highway 100 Improvement Project to be moved from 2016-17 to 2018-19.  

Construction is expected to begin in 2017 and require approximately 3-5 months to complete, with a 

period of complete street closure expected to provide for storm sewer installation and complete 

pavement reconstruction. 

 Tower Terrace Road Project (C Avenue to Alburnett Road) - $9,300,000 

The project, using Corridor 

Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (CMPO) Regional 
Surface Transportation Program 

funding, includes the extension of 

Tower Terrace Road east from C 

Avenue to Alburnett Road. The 

construction will extend the typical 

cross section of the divided street 

with grass median, decorative 

lights, and trees.  

Anderson-Bogert Engineers have been hired to provide project design, environmental review, 

associated permitting and project coordination. 

The project is in very preliminary stages and will proceed slowly towards construction. Preliminary 

schedule development includes over 18 months of environmental clearances and right-of-way 

acquisitions. 

Construction is expected to be completed in late 2017. 
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 Westview Drive Reconstruction - $350,000 

This project, using Miscellaneous Street Repair funding, includes the reconstruction of Westview 

Drive from 8th Street to 11th Street.  

The project includes the reconstruction of the existing pavement, driveways, storm sewer, subdrain, 

water main and other associated work.  

Complete closures of these blocks will occur to provide for storm sewer installation and complete 

pavement reconstruction. 

Construction is expected to begin around April 2017 and require approximately 3 months to 

complete, with complete street closure expected to last one month. 

 Partners Avenue and Highway 151 Intersection Improvements - $400,000 

This project, using bonded funding, will include intersection improvements on Highway 151 at 

Partners Avenue. The intersection is in Iowa DOT jurisdiction and will require their review, approval, 

and permitting prior to project improvement development. Approval will also be tied to traffic 

generation created by associated development within the Marion Enterprise Center. 

Staff will also be seeking additional funding through state programs such as Revitalize Iowa’s Sound 

Economy (RISE), Traffic Safety Improvement Program (TSIP), and Urban-State Traffic Engineering 

Program (U-STEP). 

STORMWATER / DRAINAGE PROJECTS 

 2015 Storm Sewer Project - Dave Schmitt Const. Co. Inc., $153,757 

The project, using Storm Water Utility funding, includes the construction of storm sewer and 

draintile, as well as effected sidewalks, drives, and ramps at the following locations: 

• Grand Avenue (North Side) 1800 Grand Avenue to South 22nd Street 

• 1st Avenue (North Side) South 22nd Street to School Street 

• 26th Avenue (South Side) East of Indian Creek Road to Lynn Drive 

• Northview Drive (East Side) 25th Avenue to 27th Avenue 

• 29th Avenue (South Side) 35th Street to Highland Drive 

• Highland Drive (East Side) 28th Avenue to 29th Avenue 

• 27th Street (West Side) 18th Avenue to McGowan Boulevard 

Work shall commence no later than April 11, 2016 and be completed within 45 working days. 

Liquidated damages in the amount of $300 per day will be assessed for each day in excess of the 

specified completion date. 

The project will require localized temporary lane closures at several locations. 

 Boyson Road Culvert Extension Project - $100,000 

This project, using Storm Water Utility 

funding, includes the extension of the 

existing Corrugated Metal Pipe (CMP) 

Storm Water crossing under Boyson Road 

near the west City Limits. 

In 2011, staff, in cooperation with adjacent 

development, widened and urbanized the 

south side of Boyson Road west of 

Alburnett Road. This required the extension 

of the existing culverts on the south side. 
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In anticipation of similar widening occurring on the north side of Boyson Road staff is proposing a 

project to extend the same culverts to the north. 

Construction is expected in 2016 and will require some short term lane closures. 

 2016 Storm Sewer / Draintile Project - $100,000 

This project, using Stormwater Utility funding, includes the construction/reconstruction of storm 

sewers within the existing system. Staff will evaluate and consider projects as they arise typically in 

conjunction with other projects. 

 2017 Storm Sewer / Draintile Project - $200,000 

This project, using Stormwater Utility funding, includes the construction/reconstruction of storm 

sewers within the existing system. Staff will evaluate and consider projects as they arise typically in 

conjunction with other projects. 

SANITARY SEWER PROJECTS 

 2016 Sanitary Sewer Project - $240,000 

This project, using Sanitary Sewer funding, typically includes the annual Sanitary Sewer Sliplining 

Project. Staff is also recommending a small manhole project to assist with sewer maintenance, 

$45,500. 

In 2015 City Council awarded a contract to Municipal Pipe Tool Co. regarding the 2015 Sanitary 

Sewer Sliplining Project in the amount of $155,600.75. 

The project included the cured-in-place pipe (CIPP) sewer lining of 8-inch diameter pipe, 10-inch 

diameter pipe, and 15-inch diameter pipe. 

In 2016 staff will prepare a project with similar scope as recommended by the Public Services 

Department for sewers within the existing system that are in need of repair but not full replacement. 

Some lane closures and localized congestion are expected during construction. 

  

 Indian Creek Trunk Sewer Replacement Project - $6,361,229 

The Indian Creek and Dry Run Creek Trunk Sanitary Sewer consists of approximately 16 miles of sanitary 

sewer ranging in size from 18-inches to 48-inches in diameter. The trunk sewer is multi-jurisdictional 

serving Linn County and the cities of Cedar Rapids, Marion, Hiawatha and Robins. The new sanitary sewer 

will provide additional capacity to accommodate present needs and future growth.  The sanitary sewer will 

be constructed in multiple phases over a period of 15 plus years. Below represent costs for Marion. 

Segment 2, Phase 1 (South of Mt Vernon Road to Rosedale Road) – completed, $1,083,161 

Segment 2, Phase 2 (Rosedale Road to Wilder Road) - completed, $784,396 

Segment 2, Phase 3 (Wilder Road to east of East Post Road) – completed, $847,872 to date 



 

www.cityofmarion.org 
11 

   
   

 

11 

The City of Marion has completed the development of a 28E agreement for the construction of 

Segments 7 and 11. These include: 

a)  From 36th Street Drive (east of) to approximately 300 feet north of Iowa Highway 100, 

approximately 6,393 lineal feet. 

b) From confluence Indian Creek and Dry Run Creek to approximately 700 feet north of the 

intersection of Alpine Road and West 14th Avenue, approximately 4,972 lineal feet. 

Each jurisdiction will now consider approval of the 28E Agreement. Approval continues to be 

delayed by Cedar Rapids approval of associated wording.  

Construction of Segments 7 (2 phases) and 11 is expected in 2016-17 and 2018 respectively. 

 

                  Trunk Sewer Segment 11                                          Trunk Sewer Segment 7 

 2017 Sanitary Sewer Project - $200,000 

This project, using Sanitary Sewer funding, typically includes the annual Sanitary Sewer Sliplining 

Project. 

The project will include the cured-in-place pipe (CIPP) sewer lining of existing sewers. 

In 2017 staff will prepare a project as recommended by the Public Service Department for sewers 

within the existing system that are in need of repair but not full replacement. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROJECTS 

 2016 Tower Terrace Road ROW Purchases – $675,000 

The Tower Terrace Road Project will require property acquisitions to provide necessary right-of-way 

along it’s corridor from the west City Limits to Highway 13. In preparation for these acquisitions 

funding has been provided through the Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) in years 14-15 and 16-17. 

Staff had already completed acquisitions associated with the Morrissey Property between Linn Mar 

Schools and Winslow Road. Acquisitions continue with the Aasgaard / Kleeman Properties between 

Winslow and Indian Creek Roads. 

 Lindale Crossing at Lindale Drive Project - Trey Electric Corporation, $25,506.00 

This project, using Capital Improvement Project–Signal funding, includes improvements regarding 

the addition of signage and flashing beacons at the Lindale Trail Crossing at Lindale Drive. 

On the December 3, 2015 City Council awarded a contract to Trey Electric Corporation in the amount 

of $16,769 (60.3% of estimate).  

On the January 7, 2016 City Council approved Change Order #1 in the amount of $8,737.00. There 

was confusion between the supplier and the bidder on the number of beacons. As there was only one 
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bidder on this project and it is also under the $72,000 State of Iowa threshold to go thru the complete 

public letting process it was decided the least expensive and quickest solution was to proceed with the 

bid received and then modify it by change order in lieu of rebidding the entire project with additional 

expense and time that would result in the same end product. 

Work shall commence no later than April 11, 2016 and be completed within 10 working days. 

Liquidated damages in the amount of $100 per day will be assessed for each day in excess of these 

schedules. 

     
 Boyson Road and 10th Street Traffic Study - $60,000 

This study, using LOST funding, will evaluate the need for improvements at the Boyson Road and 

10th Street intersection. It is expected that the intersection of Indian Creek Road and 10th Street will 

also need to be included due to its proximity to the study area. 

Traffic volumes, accident rates, congestion levels, and visibility will be studied prior to the selection 

of a traffic device to solve any related issues. 

Separate funding will be needed to complete any recommended changes. 

 Donnelly Park Boyson Trail Bridge Replacement Project - Ricklefs Excavating, LTD, $148,413 

On Oct. 22, 2015 City Council awarded a contract to Ricklefs Excavating, Ltd. regarding the 

Donnelly Park Boyson Trail Bridge Replacement Project in the amount of $148,413. 

On Nov. 5, 2015 City Council approved the contract and bond with Ricklefs Excavating, Ltd. 

regarding the Donnelly Park Boyson Trail Bridge Replacement Project. 

The 2014 / 2015 Parks Department Local Option Sales Tax allocation for the design and construction 

of a trail bridge across Dry Creek in Donnelly Park, $200,000.  

The Engineering Department is proving administration and inspection services in coordination with 

the Parks Department for this project. 

Work shall begin no later than May 16, 2016 and be completed within 25 working days. 

Liquidated damages in the amount of $300 per day will be assessed for each calendar day in excess of 

this schedule. 

 

                           Similar bridge type                                              Project plan layout 
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 ImaginArt in the Alley Project - Central States Concrete LLC, $343,468.15. 

This project includes infrastructure improvements to the alleys between 10th and 11th Streets and 7th 

and 8th Avenues. Project construction will include the installation of new paving surface, lighting, 

drainage systems, art, and aesthetic enhancements. 

In 2014, Marion was awarded an ArtPlace America grant of $350,000 to bring life, vitality, and art to 

Uptown Marion alleys. The remainder of the approved budget for the project construction and 

associated engineering services will be funded with the City of Marion Bond Funds. 

On January 7, 2016 City Council approved a contract with Central States Concrete LLC in the 

amount of $343,468.15. 

Work shall be completed by October 28, 2016. 

Liquidated damages in the amount of $1500.00 per day will be assessed for each calendar day in 

excess of this schedule.  

 

 2016 Ramp Repair Project - Midwest Concrete Inc., $78,090.50 

This annual program, using bonded funding, typically includes the reconstruction of approximately 

5,200 sq. ft. of sidewalks, sidewalk ramps, and associated work. 

In 2013 the City of Marion adopted the “Marion 2013 Americans with Disabilities Act Transition 

Plan” as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and Title II, covering 

programs, services or activities relating to areas of public transportation and updating existing 

infrastructure. 

On January 7, 2016 City Council approved a 

contract with Midwest Concrete Inc., in the 

amount of $78,090.50. 

Work is specified to begin no later than May 

2, 2016 and be completed within 50 working 

days. 

Liquidated damages in the amount of $300.00 

per day will be assessed for each calendar day 

in excess of these schedules.   

Some local lane closures will be required 

during construction. 

 Waldo’s Rock Park Parking Lot - $150,000 

The Marion Parks and Recreation Department has been awarded a grant of $150,000 from Resource 

Enhancement and Protection, commonly referred to as REAP, for the development of Waldo’s Rock 

Park. The park will be located adjacent to the 184-acre Marion Enterprise Center in Marion.  

REAP invests in projects that enhance and protect the Iowa’s natural and cultural resources, helping 

cities establish natural areas that encourage outdoor recreation and resource management. 
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In June of this year, local developer Waldo Morris donated 7.4 acres of land near Partners Avenue 

and 62nd Street to the City of Marion for use as a city 

park. The park, which features a glacial erratic 

boulder formation, will provide unique learning and 

recreational opportunities for all ages. 

The glacial erratic will serve as the nucleus of this 

park, with a loop trail and fishing pier constructed 

adjacent to it. A park road and parking lot will be 

built to provide access off of Partners Avenue. A trail 

head connection to the Grant Wood trail system, a 

timber frame pavilion, and the establishment of trees 

and prairie grass are also components of the project. 

Parks staff will perform most of the associated work 

and is expected to begin in the spring of 2016 and be 

completed in 2017.  

 Lowe Park Parking Lot - $805,000 

This project, using mostly LOST funding, will include the extension of Irish Drive into Lowe Park, 

construction of two parking lots, and adjacent trails. 

On February 18, 2016 City Council will consider approval of the Project Calendar for the 2016 Lowe 

Park Parking Lot Project. 

Quantities include approximately 16,186 CY of Class 10 Excavation, 800 LF of RCP culvert 

installation ranging in size from 15” to 42” diameter, 215 LF of 8” truss sanitary sewer installation, 

3,830 LF of 2” conduit PVC conduit installation, HMA or PCC alternate bid paving items including 

over 4,700 tons of HMA for 8” street pavement, 6” parking lot pavement, and 5” trail pavement or 

2,376 SY of PCC 7” street pavement, 8,360 SY of PCC 6” parking lot pavement, and 3,545 SY of 

PCC 5” trail pavement, associated subbase, and miscellaneous related items. 

The engineer’s preliminary construction estimate for the Project is $805,000.00. 

Sealed bids will be received on March 8, 2016 for proposed Council consideration of award on March 

17, 2016. 

Work shall begin no later than June 24, 2016 and be completed within 50 working days. 

Liquidated damages in the amount of $300.00 per day will be assessed for each calendar day in 

excess of these schedules.  

Staff will prepare a follow up project to include the lighting to be installed in the parking lots and 

along the trails. Estimated cost to be $150,000. 

 

Preliminary site plan for Lowe Park Parking Lot 
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 2016 Miscellaneous Sidewalk Inspection Program - $0 

This every other year program (even calendar years) includes the evaluation of public sidewalks in 

approximately half of Marion for code compliance and to notify adjacent owners to correct 

deficiencies. 

Staff will evaluate existing sidewalks per Chapter 141 of the Marion City Code and is intended to 

minimize public injury liability to both the owner and the City by ensuring that public sidewalks are 

kept in reasonable good repair. 

In 2016, staff will inspect an area roughly north of Marion Boulevard/7th Avenue west of 10th Street, 

and north of McGowan Boulevard east of 10th Street. 

Properties found to have violations will be notified of the requirements and procedures to repair the 

adjacent sidewalk. 

       

The repairs can be accomplished by the property owner or through a private contractor. 

The owner is required to obtain a sidewalk repair permit from the Engineering Department and 

provide their name, address, who will be doing the work, and the approximate date of the repair. 

There is no charge for a sidewalk repair permit. 

 2016 Miscellaneous Sidewalk Assessment Project - $92,500 

This annual program provides for the construction of sidewalks in areas where no sidewalk currently 

exists. 

Locations are added to a comprehensive list, 

reviewed for need, and recommended to City 

Council by a committee. 

The committee is made up of 7 voting members and 

3 non-voting members.  Voting members include 2 

citizens of Marion, one member each from Linn 

Mar and Marion school districts, one from the 

Police Department, one from the City Council, and 

the Assistant City Engineer.  The 3 non-voting 

members include the Assistant Planning and 

Development Director, the Public Service Director, 

and the Project Engineer.   

The Sidewalk Assessment Committee met on Thursday, January, 21, 2016 and recommended the 

following areas: 

 27th Street (West Side) from 10th to 12th Avenue 

 Grand Avenue (South Side) from South 15th Street to 420’ west 

 Barrington Parkway (North Side) west of 10th Street 

 East Post Road (West Side) from Oakbrook Drive to 1040 Grand Avenue 
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On February 4, 2016 City Council directed staff to proceed with project development. 

Total preliminary estimate is $97,115. This is $4615 over the proposed budget but staff believes we 

can be within budget with the final design. 

On February 18, 2016 City Council will consider approval of the preliminary Project Calendar. 

Staff continues to prepare construction plans and is ready to proceed with the established state process 

for assessment. 

 Grant Trail Extension Project - $656,000 

Engineering staff continues to work with the Planning Department to design and prepare construction 

plans. The project will include the construction of a trail along the abandoned railroad corridor from 

35th Street to the Grant Wood Trail IA 13 Underpass Project. 

 CEMAR Trail Project - $2,500,000 

Engineering staff continues to work with the Planning Department and Anderson-Bogert Engineers to 

design and prepare construction plans. The project will include the construction of a trail from west of 

Menards south to Faulkes Woods. 

The City has been awarded $2,484,296 to complete this and other segments of the trail. 

 Bridge Study (7th Avenue Overpass and Indian Creek Bridge) - $75,000 

This study, using bonded funding, will evaluate the 2 existing structures and recommend the 

disposition of them and determine potential impacts to adjacent proposed street network 

improvements. 

 

 2016 Bridge Inspections - $7,000 

Staff provides for biennial inspection for all bridges in Marion. Working with Calhoun-Burns & 

Associates from West Des Moines inspections are performed including structural analysis of the 

bridges. The City currently owns 21 structures (bridges and culverts) which are under the Federal 

Bridge Inspection Program. This program requires the inspection and rating analysis for all structures 

with a span of 20 feet or more.  

The inspection and analysis evaluates the condition of all components of the structure, the approaches 

and the stream. Components of the structure are evaluated based on defects which affect the integrity 

and safety of the structure as well as stream conditions which affect the foundations. A structure 

sufficiency rating is generated (0-100) which is used by IDOT to identify structures eligible for 

funding for replacement.  Calhoun-Burns will also identify maintenance issues which, if addressed 

will extend the functional capacities of the structures. 

 2017 Ramp Repair Project - $95,000 

This annual program, using bonded funding, typically includes the reconstruction of approximately 

5200 sq. ft. of sidewalks, sidewalk ramps, and associated work. 
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 2017 Miscellaneous Sidewalk Assessment Project - $95,000 

This annual program provides for the construction of sidewalks in areas where no sidewalk currently 

exists. 

 2017 Tower Terrace Road ROW Purchases – $440,000 

The Tower Terrace Road Project will require property acquisitions to provide necessary right-of-way 

along it’s corridor from the west City Limits to Highway 13. In preparation for these acquisitions 

funding has been provided through the Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) in years 14-15 and 16-17.  

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

Staff provides inspection for the development of all subdivisions and commercial sites within the city 

limits. This work begins with construction plan review and includes field quality control for storm and 

sanitary sewers, draintile, portland cement concrete maturity, grade, air content, slump (water content) 

and pavement thickness. The City has adopted the latest version of SUDAS (Statewide Design Standards) 

and utilizes these standards for all subdivision construction. 

 Subdivision Residential 

Authors 3rd Addition - Rathje Construction, E & F Paving 

Location:  East side 35th Street 

Authors 4th Addition - Rathje Construction, E & F Paving 

Location:  East side 35th Street 

Bedford Heights 

Location: West of Alburnett Road / south of Echo Hill Road 

Bowman Woods Unit 37 -  

Location: South of East Robins Road / west of Alburnett Road 

Bridge Creek 4th Addition - Ricklefs Excavating, City Wide 

Location:  Winslow Road south of Rolling Glen Drive  

Gemstone Estates 3rd Addition - Rathje Construction, E & F Paving 

Location: North of Tower Terrace Road and west of 35th Street 

Hunters Field 9th Addition – Pirc Tobin Construction 

Location:  Extension of Elderton Drive 

Hunters Field 10th Addition - Pirc Tobin Construction 

Location:  Extension of Foxborough 

Squaw Creek Meadows 7th Addition - Rathje Construction, E & F  

Location: Alexis Lane extension south of Grand Avenue and west of 31st Street 

 Commercial Sites 

Capital Commercial (1207 7th Ave)  

The building construction is continuing/starting over after framing collapse.  

Integrity Homes Commercial Condos (62nd St) 

Site work nearly completed.  Final stabilization will occur in the spring. 

Marion Public Services Site (3rd Ave) 

No additional review was done.  Prelim plans have been reviewed in the past. 
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Legacy Site Plan (Partners Ave)  

Site under construction. 

El Plast Site Plan (Partners Ave)  

Site stabilization and punch list items remain. 

Linn COOP Expansion (3rd Ave) 

Building construction is continuing. 

Platinum Multi-Family (Prairie Hill Drive) 

Second 12-plex nearly completed.  First 5-plex is well under 

way.   

Kobliska Plumbing (Commercial Ave) 

Site under construction. 

Linn Mar High School Remodel (10th St) 

Site under construction. 

Moose Properties (44th St) 

North driveway, building, and parking lot have been completed.  Construction has started on the 

proposed “middle” building.  

Croell Redi-Mix (49th St) 

Site under construction.  New sanitary service has been installed.  Water has been brought to site from 

north side of 49th Street. 

Goodwill / Hills Bank (7th Ave) 

Site under construction.  Work in south lot is underway. 

Hotchkiss Commercial Property (Blairs Ferry Rd) 

Under ground work completed.  Building being constructed.  No work on parking lot yet. 

Electric Specialty Manufacturing (Partners Ave) 

Site under construction. 

Arctic Insulation Specialists (Partners Ave) 

Site plan reviewed and approved.  No site work has started. 

Platinum Multi-use (29th Ave / Prairie Hill Dr) 

Site plan reviewed and comments sent back to Consultant. 

Blairs Ferry Senior Housing (Blairs Ferry Rd) 

Site plan has been approved.  Demo work and mass grading has been completed. 

Victory Gymnastics (N. Gateway Dr) 

PCC work completed.  Still working on building. 

Arbor Trails Senior Housing (Blairs Ferry Rd) 

Building construction has started. 

MISD – Longfellow Elementary Demo (8th Ave) 

Demo work has been completed. 

APC Emmert Site Plan (3rd Ave) 

Building construction has started. 

KTRO Storage Units (3rd Ave) 

Site plan was reviewed and comments sent back to Consultant. 
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

The City of Marion continues to successfully implement its stormwater management and pollution 

prevention program to be in full compliance with IDNR and EPA regulations for the National Pollution 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4).  Both of 

these programs are part of the Clean Water Act that protects the Waters of the United States from 

stormwater runoff pollution.  The Waters of the United States is defined as perennial flowing waterways – 

such as Indian Creek and Squaw Creek in Marion – and includes rivers, wetlands, ponds, and 

lakes.  Stormwater runoff pollution can be from both point source pollution, which is water pollution that 

comes from a single, discrete place (typically a pipe), or nonpoint source pollution, which is rainfall or 

snowmelt moving over and through the ground.  

Included in this program are six Minimum Control Measures for implementing stormwater Best 

Management Practices (BMPs): 

Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts 

The City of Marion provides multiple brochures and information products for stormwater education 

which are available at City Hall, on the City’s stormwater webpage, and at public events.  A Telephone 

Hotline Number, (319) 743-6340, is provided to the public for the reporting of storm water related 

problems.  The City will continue to work with the Marion Independent School District and the Linn-Mar 

School District to provide stormwater education opportunities for students and staff.  The City will also 

continue its membership in the Iowa Stormwater Education Partnership (ISWEP) to sponsor and provide 

stormwater workshops and local events that will be available to residents, business owners, contractors, 

builders, and developers.  

Public Involvement / Participation 

Marion’s Storm Water Advisory Committee is made up of six Marion residents and business people that 

participate in and help guide the decision making on stormwater management.   This committee is 

required to meet at least once each year, but quarterly meetings are scheduled when necessary.  The City 

will also continue its leadership role in the Indian Creek Watershed Management Authority to implement 

watershed improvement projects and educate the community about flood risk and water quality concerns. 

The City will also continue to promote the cost-sharing program for residential stormwater BMPs, where 

residents can receive a rebate for installing a rain garden, rain barrel, or soil quality improvements on 

their property. 

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

The City will continue to implement and enforce a discharge detection and elimination program.  This 

includes annual dry weather flow inspections of all storm sewer outfalls that are downstream of or 

affected by active construction or industrial activities in Marion, and immediate response to notifications 

or complaints. 

Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control 

Any construction site that disturbs more than one acre of land must obtain a General Permit No. 2 – 

Storm Water Discharge Associated with Construction Activities from the Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources.  There are currently 48 active permits for this in Marion.  The City will inspect each permitted 

site at least once every calendar quarter to ensure that each site is in compliance with NPDES 

requirements, notify permit holders of any deficiencies in stormwater pollution prevention, and if 

necessary issue an order to terminate activities due to failure to implement or maintain stormwater 

pollution controls.  Construction sites that are less than one acre are required to obtain a Minor Erosion 

Control Permit from the City of Marion agreeing that the land disturbing activities will be conducted in a 

manner that will ensure compliance with the Marion Municipal Code.  Regular inspection of these sites 

will continue to be conducted. 
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Post-Construction Management 

These are the structural, or permanent, stormwater controls such as detention basins, retention ponds, 

bioretention areas, and pervious pavement.  Marion requires structures such as these for all land 

development and public improvement projects to reduce the quantity and improve the quality of rainwater 

that runs off each site.  These structures will be inspected every 1 to 5 years, depending on structure type, 

to ensure they are maintained and functioning properly. 

Pollution Prevention / Good Housekeeping 

The City of Marion will continue to provide a Pesticide and Fertilizer Management Program, a Training 

Program for Municipal Employees that shall prevent or reduce pollutant runoff from municipal 

operations, and continue its program for annual inspecting, maintaining and cleaning all components of 

the MS4. 

 


