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Minutes 
Public Services Board
City of Marion
Tuesday, March 12, 2013

Present: Kevin Morgan, Mark Morgan, Tom Padley, Colleen Prokop,
	       and Bill Jones
Staff: Ryan Miller, Diane Toy


1. Approval of February Minutes.
1. Review of House Pickup Request.
1. Discussion Resource Recovery Project
1. Discussion Regarding Sanitary Sewer Rates.
1. Old/New Business.
1. Adjournment.
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ITEM 1 Call to Order
Colleen Prokop called to order the regular meeting of the Public Service Board on Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 12:10 PM. A motion to approve the January 2013 minutes was made by Mark Morgan, seconded by Tom Padley, Motion carried.

ITEM 2 Review of House Pickup
Discussed the House Pickup for John Rademacher, he is elderly and uses a walker to walk. A motion to approve the House Pickup was made by Colleen Prokop, seconded by Bill Jones, Motion carried.

ITEM 3 Discussion Resource Recovery Project
Ryan informed the PS Board that Fiberight will be presenting to the City Council at the work session on 3/19/2013 at 4:00PM. Ryan has been talking and meeting with other employees at Fiberight to look at some plots behind our current building and off 3rd Avenue. Fiberight would like to break ground this year, but Ryan would like to do a traffic study where they have chosen a lot to verify the street can handle the increased traffic. 
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ITEM 3 Discussion Resource Recovery Project continued
The City is looking at entering a franchise agreement with Fiberight, as the plan of operation of the resource center. They are looking at a building about 30,000 – 50,000 square feet, and they will move the equipment from Blairstown facility and revamp that facility with new bigger equipment.
We will still recycle because they sort the recyclables out and take the cellulose to make the renewable energy. A process to make renewable natural gas from recycling plastic grocery bags is another way to use different recyclable items. At this time the door is still open for Plasma Arch to present a plan to the city.
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ITEM 4 Discussion Regarding Sanitary Sewer Rates
Ryan talked to the PS Board that a city resident pays 2 times more then the apartments and mobile homes at the current Sanitary Sewer rates. The City Council agreed that a fix is needed and passed the reading twice and on 3/7/13 decided to table the vote until May 5th 2013, the mobile home owners would like the City to phase in the new rates over a few months. Ryan was talking to the legal department about the rules, Iowa codes and exemptions about how the City must move forward with the rate increase, and the City Council wants to use property taxes to subsidize the increase.

ITEM 5 Old / New Business
Ryan talked about a trip to visit a company in Wisconsin that runs compressed natural gas facilities, and he is talking to the Linn Coop about entering into a partnership with us to have a compressed natural gas facility here in Marion. At the time they were looking into opening a facility themselves, they did not have the customer base for the cost at the time. The City Council has approved the purchase a demonstration unit here for 2 vehicles to test both being ¾ ton trucks and the next step would be the Solid Waste fleet.  
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ITEM 5 Old / New Business continued
Labrie in Canada who builds our garbage trucks is an expert on natural gas conversions on the trucks. They are in the process of building 2 trucks for us at this time. It is not hard to change out the chassis and the Solid Waste fleet is our largest diesel user at this time. 

ITEM 6 Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn was made at 12:45 PM by Colleen Prokop, and seconded by Tom Padley, Motion was carried.

Next PBS meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 9th, 2013.
  
Respectfully submitted by:

_____________________
Ryan Miller
Public Service Director

RM/dpt

