









February 19, 2015

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, February 19, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Draper, Etzel, Spinks, Crawford, AbouAssaly, and Pazour.  Absent:  None.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council observed a moment of silence.

Mayor’s Announcements:

Mayor Bouska noted that Council Member AbouAssaly’s aunt and uncle are attending tonight’s meeting.  He noted that they are visiting from Beirut, Lebanon.  
Mayor Bouska administered the Oath of Office to Marion Firefighter Zachary Bruce (Probationary to Full-Time).
Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:

Mike Dooley, 3851 29th Avenue, expressed concern about the condition of 10th Street from 7th Avenue south to the Library entrance.  
Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve the Consent Calendar, as follows:

Motion to approve minutes of the February 3 and February 5, 2015 City Council meetings.


Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $6,022,718.16.

Motion to approve the following liquor license applications:


a. Renewal application for a Class C Beer Permit with additional privileges for Carryout Wine and Sunday Sales for Road Ranger of Illinois, L.L.C., dba Road Ranger #146 (998 8th Avenue).  Expiration Date: 02/27/2015. No violations in previous five years.

b. New application for a Class C Beer Permit with additional privileges for Carryout Wine and Sunday Sales for GPM Midwest, LLC, dba Road Ranger #5146 (998 8th Avenue).  Effective Date: 02/28/2015

Motion to approve the following cigarette permit application: Road Ranger #5146.


Motion to receive and file revised Civil Service Rules and Regulations.

Resolution No. 24361 approving payment in the amount of $13,161.75 to Dorsey & Whitney for legal services rendered through January 31, 2015.
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Resolution No. 24362 approving payment in the amount of $9,400.00 to Independent Public Advisors, LLC for professional services relating to the issuance of General Obligation Bonds Series, 2015C.


Resolution No. 24363 approving a Loan Agreement, authorizing call of Bonds, providing for the issuance of $1,765,000 General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015C and providing for the levy of taxes to pay the same.

Resolution No. 24364 approving the purchase of thirteen (13) Panasonic Arbitrator HD Video Systems for the Police Department from Keltek in the amount of $81,249.82.

Motion to receive and file Marion Police Department 2014 Annual Report. 

Resolution No. 24365 approving the purchase of eleven (11) AE-Lighthawk XT IIIA Ballistic Vests for the HEAT Team from Carpenter Uniforms in the amount of $21,175.00.

Resolution No. 24366 accepting bid and awarding contract to Confluence for professional services regarding the City of Marion Comprehensive Park System Master Plan in the amount of $70,000.00.

Resolution No. 24367 setting a public hearing for March 5, 2015 regarding an ordinance relating to prohibiting the use of Tobacco, Nicotine and Electronic Vaporizers in public parks.


Resolution No. 24368 approving Amendment No.1 to the Engineering Services Agreement with Shoemaker & Haaland for manual data input related to the Donnelly Pedestrian Bridge in the amount of $1,980.00. 

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payments as follows:

a. Resolution No. 24369 approving Partial Payment No. 2 to Shive Hattery Engineering regarding engineering services for the 2015 35th Street and 29th Avenue Intersection Improvement Project in the amount of $18,015.60.

b. Resolution No. 24370 approving Partial Payment No. 1 to Midwest Development Company for the over width and over depth of paving and street lighting associated with the installation of Alburnett Road in the Bowman Meadows 3rd Addition to the City of Marion in the amount of $85,419.04.
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Motion to approve Project Calendar for the 2015 13th Street HMA Paving Project, as follows:

a. Motion to retain the City Engineer as Project Engineer regarding the 2015 13th Street HMA Paving Project.
b. Resolution No. 24371 approving Resolution of Necessity regarding the 2015 13th Street HMA Paving Project.
c. Resolution No. 24372 ordering preparation of detailed plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 13th Street HMA Paving Project. 
d. Resolution No. 24373 approving and adopting final plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 13th Street HMA Paving Project.

Resolution No. 24374 approving contract and bond with Hunt Construction, Inc., regarding the 2015 Sidewalk Ramp Repair Project.


Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding the 35th Street and 29th Avenue Roundabout Project (Robert McBride, 3505 English Glen Avenue; dated 02-05-2015).


Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding the 35th Street and 29th Avenue Roundabout Project (Robert McBride, 3505 English Glen Avenue; dated 02-06-2015).

Motion to receive and file the following items to the Planning and Zoning Commission:

a. Request to amend the Marion Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map from Single-Family Detached Residential to Multi-Family Residential and Neighborhood Commercial for the property located north of Echo Hill Road and west of Alburnett Road (Mooney-Engle Land Co.).
b. Request to zone property to R-2, Medium Density Single-Family Residential; R-6, High Density Multi-Family Residential; and O-1, Office/Transitional for the property located north of Echo Hill Road and west of Alburnett Road (Mooney-Engle Land Co.).  
c. Prairie Trail Addition Preliminary Plat located south of Echo Hill Road and west of Alburnett Road (Midwest Development Co, applicant).
d. Request to amend the Marion Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map from Business Park/Office to Light Industrial for property located east of Partners Avenue and south of Marion Airport Road (Janice M. Walton, owner).
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Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Planning and Development Department payments as follows:

a. Resolution No. 24375 approving payment to Duchess Dry Cleaner, 708 7th Avenue, for re-establishment expenses related to the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street in the amount of $10,000.00.
b. Resolution No. 24376 approving payment to A-1 Disposal Service, Inc., for two months (October and November) of trash pick-up for SFA, Inc., at 707 7th Avenue per the SFA, Inc., lease agreement in the amount of $98.28.

Motion to receive and file correspondence from Waldo Morris regarding amendments to the Memorandum of Agreement for Morris Second Addition Final Plat to Linn County (Waldo Morris).


Motion to receive and file a letter requesting tax increment financing (TIF) assistance (Heartland Animal Hospital).


Motion directing staff to solicit artist proposals for the 2015 ImaginArt in the Alleys Project.


Motion to receive and file a letter requesting tax increment financing (TIF) assistance (Perfect Game).


Resolution No. 24377 setting a public hearing for March 19, 2015 regarding an amendment to the Urban Renewal Plan for the Central Corridor/Collins Road Extension Consolidated Urban Renewal Area (Victory Gymnastics Training Center, Inc.).


Resolution No. 24378 setting a public hearing for March 19, 2015 regarding a proposed development agreement for the construction of a training facility, including tax increment financing (TIF) payments in an amount not to exceed $180,000.00 (Victory Gymnastics Training Center, Inc.).


Resolution No. 24379 approving a contract for managed information technology (IT) services with Marco, Inc.


Motion to receive and file January 2015 Departmental Reports.


Motion to approve the following Hold Harmless/Noise Waiver Agreement(s):


a. Linn-Mar Growl Prowl 5K/8K Run and Kids Races, Saturday, April 25, 2015, 7:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Linn-Mar Stadium and surrounding areas (Mike Shipley, Linn-Mar High School, 3555 North 10th Street).

b. Victim’s Right’s 5K Road Race, Saturday, April 18, 2015, 7:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Thomas Park (Jill Cavanaugh, PO BOX 263, Cedar Rapids).
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c. Burns Wedding, Saturday, August 29, 2015, 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m., Lowe Park Amphitheater (Aleah Burns, 6829 Arbor Lane NE, Cedar Rapids).

d. Carter Wedding, Saturday, August 8, 2015, 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m., Lowe Park Amphitheater (Carmen Burns, 1318 K Avenue NE, Cedar Rapids).

e. Marion Metro Kiwanis BBQ Rendezvous, Friday, June 5, 2015 from 12:00 p.m. through Sunday, June 7, 2015 9:00 p.m. (Mark Seidl, 229 Northland Court, N.E., Cedar Rapids).

f. MPD 5K4K9 Fun Run/Walk, June 6, 2015, 6:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Linn Mar High School and surrounding area (Lieutenant Mark Merta, Marion Police Department, 6315 Highway 151).
Council Member Draper asked for a staff report regarding the Road Ranger.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained that the Road Ranger has a new owner.  Council Member Pazour noted that Resolution No. 24367 sets a public hearing for March 5, 2015 regarding an ordinance relating to prohibiting the use of Tobacco, Nicotine and Electronic Vaporizers in public parks.  She stated that since some states have legalized marijuana, the Ordinance should prohibit marijuana also.  All in favor of motion to approve the consent calendar, motion carried.
Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve Consent Calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstention as follows:

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payment as follows:

a. Resolution No. 24380 approving Partial Payment No. 9 to Genesis Equities, LLC., regarding the Central Corridor Project (13th Street to 31st Street) in the amount of $27,448.75.


Motion to receive and file the following items to the Planning and Zoning Commission:

a. Request to zone property to I-1, Restricted Industrial and A-1, Rural Restricted for property located east of Partners Avenue and south of Marion Airport Road (Genesis Equities LLC, applicant).
b. Marion Airport First Addition Preliminary Plat located east of Partners Avenue and south of Marion Airport Road (Genesis Equities LLC, applicant).
Vote:  Yeas:  Draper, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford, and Pazour.  Nays:  None.  Abstention:  AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve Project Calendar for the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street [STP–A–4775 (627)–  –86–57], as follows:
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a. Motion to retain the City Engineer as Project Engineer regarding the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street [STP–A–4775 (627)–  –86–57].

b. Resolution No. 24381 approving Resolution of Necessity regarding the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street [STP–A–4775 (627)–  –86–57].

c. Resolution No. 24382 ordering preparation of detailed plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street [STP–A–4775 (627)–  –86–57]. 

d. Resolution No. 24383 approving and adopting final plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street [STP–A–4775 (627)–  –86–57].
All in favor of motion to approve the Project Calendar except Pazour, motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding a request to zone property located at 5010 and 5012 Alburnett Road from Undesignated to R-2, Medium Density Single-Family Residential.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne presented the staff report.  Kyle Skogman, President of Midwest Development Company, was present to answer questions.  He noted that this is their eighth housing project in Marion in the past twenty years.  He explained that they continue to develop in Marion because of the community and the excellent City staff.  He stated that Marion is a good place to do business.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Ordinance No. 15-01 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances regarding a request to zone property located at 5010 and 5012 Alburnett Road from Undesignated to R-2, Medium Density Single-Family Residential (Midwest Development Co.) was read by Etzel for initial consideration.   Moved by Etzel, seconded by Draper to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-01.  Council Member Spinks asked about the size of the development.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne responded that it is 39 acres.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to remove from table Resolution No. 23942 approving Morris Second Addition Final Plat to Linn County and Memorandum of Agreement for property located north of Lakeside Road and east of East Post Road (Waldo & Charlotte Morris). (Tabled at the July 24, 2014 meeting).  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne presented the staff report.  Mr. Treharne noted 
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that the memorandum of agreement includes the following conditions: 1) The owner agrees to hook onto sanitary sewer service at such time that it is within 250 feet and 2) The owner shall agree to be annexed to the City of Marion at such time as annexation is either requested or required by the City of Marion.  Council Member Draper stated that the property is currently contiguous to the Cedar Rapids city limits but not the Marion city limits.  Council Member Draper requested that this item be tabled again.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn recommended that Council vote no to the motion to remove the resolution from the table.  Council Member Crawford asked if there are any time sensitive issues.  Waldo Morris, 4512 Lakeside Road, stated that his daughter, Nancy, is present tonight also.  She wants to be able to sell the existing home because she is building a new home.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Etzel and Crawford.  Nays:  Draper, Spinks, Bouska, and Pazour.  Abstention:  AbouAssaly.  Motion to remove from table failed.  
No action was taken on Resolution No. 23942, approving Morris Second Addition Final Plat to Linn County and Memorandum of Agreement for property located north of Lakeside Road and east of East Post Road (Waldo & Charlotte Morris), since the motion to remove from table failed.
Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to the Urban Renewal Plan for the Central Corridor/Collins Road Extension Consolidated Urban Renewal Area (Hupp Electric Motors).  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  He noted that Hupp Electric Motors purchased the former Kwik Way building off of Highway 13.  They are doing extensive renovations to the existing facility and adding a 19,000 square foot addition.  The project is estimated to cost approximately $7.5 million.  They will establish approximately 130 jobs in Marion and add seven to ten more jobs over the next three years.  There will be a step down rebate of property taxes over the next ten years.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.


Resolution No. 24384 approving an amendment to the Urban Renewal Plan for the Central Corridor/Collins Road Extension Consolidated Urban Renewal Area (Hupp Electric Motors) was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24384.  Council Member Draper asked about changing the name of the Central Corridor/Collins Road Extension Consolidated Urban Renewal Area.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that action to rename the urban renewal area will happen at a future meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.


Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding the proposed development agreement for renovation of an industrial facility, including Tax Increment Financing (TIF) payments in an amount not to exceed $208,000.00 (Hupp Electric Motors).  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.
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Resolution No. 24385 approving a development agreement for the renovation of an industrial facility, including Tax Increment Financing (TIF) payments in an amount not to exceed $208,000.00 (Hupp Electric Motors) was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24385.  All in favor, motion carried.


Resolution No. 24386 Resolution of intent to approve request for the use of tax increment financing (TIF) from the Central Corridor/Collins Road Consolidated Urban Renewal Area (Heartland Animal Hospital) was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24386.  Council Member AbouAssaly explained that this indicates Council’s intent to be in favor of providing TIF for this project.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn noted that this directs staff to negotiate a development agreement.  Mr. Pluckhahn reviewed the project.  Council Member AbouAssaly noted that if Council Members have any questions or concerns with the concept of using TIF for this project, they should express their concerns now.  Council Member Spinks asked about the building.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that it is a multi-tenant building.  All in favor, motion carried.


Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve the following Mayoral appointments:


a. Tim Mooney, 862 Archer Drive, Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization alternate.

b. Cody Crawford, 1605 A Avenue, Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization alternate.

c. Lon Pluckhahn, 1225 6th Avenue, Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization alternate.

d. Dan Whitlow, 1225 6th Avenue, Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization alternate.
All in favor of motion to concur with the Mayors recommendations, motion carried.

Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve the following Mayoral reappointments:
a. John Bender, 5630 Woodbridge Crest, Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization.

b. Tom Treharne, 1225 6th Avenue, Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization alternate.

c. Kesha Billings, 1225 6th Avenue, Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization alternate.

d. Dan Whitlow, 1225 6th Avenue, Transportation Technical Advisory Committee.

e. Kesha Billings, 1225 6th Avenue, Transportation Technical Advisory Committee.
All in favor of motion to concur with the Mayors recommendations, motion carried.
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Council Discussion Time:

Council Member Crawford noted that Marion Iron now has piles of steel at their 3rd Avenue location.  He congratulated them on their new location and facility and thanked Genesis Equities for helping to make the move happen.

Council Member AbouAssaly stated that he continues to receive comments about the many positive things that are happening in Marion.  


Council Member AbouAssaly stated that he received a phone call about snow at the bus stops and the need for shelters at the bus stops.  Parks and Recreation Director Mike Carolan stated that there are four locations that have shelters or benches.  Those locations are maintained by the Parks Department.  He noted that there are also bus stop signs in the right-of-way at various locations along the streets.  He stated that those locations are not maintained. 

Council Member Pazour wished University of Iowa Women’s Basketball Coach Lisa Bluder good luck at her game on Saturday.  This will hopefully be her 300th win at the University of Iowa.  Council Member Pazour stated that Ms. Bluder is a Linn Mar graduate.


Council Member Pazour stated that some of the people that use the Frisbee golf course smoke cigars to keep the bugs away.  She noted that the nicotine free parks ordinance would be difficult to enforce

Mayor Bouska noted that snow removal on the sidewalk handicap access area is the responsibility of the adjacent property owner.  He explained that the City does provide a subsidy to the City of Cedar Rapids bus service.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that the City of Marion pays $195,000 per year for bus service and $24,000 for the Neighborhood Transportation Service that runs in the evenings to take residents to their jobs.

Council Member Draper reminded everyone of the Fish Fries that are held at the American Legion on Friday nights.  He also reminded everyone of the Marion Fire Department Steak Supper on Saturday, March 7th at the Marion American Legion Post 298 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Council Member Draper thanked the Engineering Department for providing plans for the roundabout at 7th Street and 7th Avenue.  He stated that he hopes we have reached the point where we no longer have a discussion regarding the relocation costs at each meeting.  He noted that the City followed the State law.  He stated that this plan is vastly improved over the original concept.

Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 6:09 p.m.







Attest:
____________________________

________________________________
Snooks Bouska, Mayor



Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk
