








April 23, 2015

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, April 23, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Crawford, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Absent:  None.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council observed a moment of silence.

Mayor Bouska read a proclamation for Arbor Day.

Mayor’s Announcements:  None.
Brandon Fairbanks, 2950 Baker Street, Tammy Schlamp, 3005 McGowan Boulevard, and, Heather Morris, 341 8th Avenue, were present representing Marion Leadership in Action.  Mr. Fairbanks noted that the Marion Leadership in Action members have volunteered their time to research product materials to replace the City’s current banners.  Mr. Fairbanks explained that they also negotiated pricing and negotiated a no cost upgrade to reinforce the banner seams.  They requested that the City contribute $16,850 to the new banners.  Mr. Fairbanks stated that their group has raised $7,870 to donate to the City for the purchase of the banners.  The total cost of the banners is $24,720.  Council Member AbouAssaly thanked the Marion Leadership in Action members for volunteering their time on this project for the benefit of the City.  He thanked them for their gift of almost $8,000 to the City.  Council Member Pazour stated that she would like the banners to be very colorful.  Council Member Draper stated that the branding document is a guideline.  He noted that the City logo has not been approved by the City Council yet.  Council Member Etzel suggested that in the future the City consider a banner program.  She stated that maybe the branding committee could look into establishing a banner program.
Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:

Josh Thurston, 1st Vice President of Riders Chapter 6, and Rev. Jonathan Mason, of the Cedar Rapids AMVETS, noted that they are having their 2nd Annual AMVETS Riders Motorcycle Awareness Ride on May 2nd.  Mr. Thurston noted that last year the ride started at the Marion American Legion.  He noted that they greatly appreciated the escort by the Marion Police Department.  He explained that the purpose of the ride is to bring awareness to the fact that motorcycles are back out on the road.  Mr. Thurston explained that this year the ride will start at the AMVETS, 700 2nd Street SW, Cedar Rapids, continue through Marion, then travel north on Highway 13 to Central City, and then south to Solon.  Council Member Pazour asked how many motorcycles participated in the ride last year.  Mr. Thurston stated that they had 60 motorcycles.
Jim Schmitz, 3240 Silver Oak Trail, expressed concern with the trucks that go past the Camden Farms development on Lucore Road.  Mr. Schmitz stated that the trucks are damaging the road and causing their homes to vibrate.  He noted that there are dump trucks, construction vehicles, and garbage trucks using Lucore Road.  Council Member AbouAssaly asked about restricting truck traffic on Lucore Road.  City Engineer Dan 
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Whitlow stated that the construction traffic must be able to get to their job sites.  Mr. Whitlow explained that the reconstruction of Lucore Road is in the Local Option Sales Tax plan in a future year.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to receive and file the correspondence from James Schmitz, 3240 Silver Oak Trail, regarding truck traffic on Lucore Road.  All in favor, motion carried.
James Schmitz, 3240 Silver Oak Trail, stated that he was in the parking lot of the Marion Hy-Vee on Tuesday, April 21st when Lynnsey Donald was stabbed to death.  He wanted to mention to the City Council that the Marion Police did a great job.  He noted that they were efficient, professional, and quickly took control of the situation.  Mr. Schmitz stated that he was interviewed by news reporters and they asked him if he was concerned for his safety.  His response was that he is not at all concerned after he seen how professional the Marion Police were in handling this situation.  Mr. Schmitz noted that police officers around the country are being beat up in the media.  Mr. Schmitz explained that the Marion officers risked their lives and he wants to spread the message that the officers did a great job.  Mr. Schmitz expressed appreciation for the Marion officers that risk their lives every day.  He also noted that the Marion Hy-Vee employees handled the situation very well.  He noted that the employees spread out and found Ms. Donald’s son.  
John Miller, 2100 Edwin Court, asked Council to consider amending the ordinance regarding open fire pit burning.  He explained that he is unable to open his windows because the smoke comes into his home.  He suggested that possibly people could be allowed to burn on even days, but not odd days of the week.  Council Member Pazour explained that residents are also burning things other than wood.  Assistant Fire Chief Jason Hansen suggested that Mr. Miller call the Fire Department.  Assistant Fire Chief Hansen noted that the firefighters are trained to extinguish the fire if it is causing a nuisance to a neighbor. 
Mayor Bouska noted that administration has requested that Resolution No. 24519, approving Permanent Public Access Easement Agreement with Capital Commercial Division, LLC. (739 10th Street) regarding the 2015 ImaginArt in the Alley Project, be removed from tonight’s agenda.  Council Member AbouAssaly requested that Resolution No. 24514, approving a Letter of Intent with Acterra Group for energy procurement and development, be moved from the Consent Calendar to the Consent Calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstention.  Council Member Pazour requested that Resolution No. 24531, establishing an application process for the private use of public property for outdoor dining, be removed from the Consent Calendar for separate consideration.  


Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve the Consent Calendar, as follows:

Motion to approve minutes of the April 7 and 9, 2015 City Council meetings.


Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $666,808.68.
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Motion to approve the following liquor license applications:


a. Renewal application for a Special Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Outdoor Service and Sunday Sales for MJ’S Restaurant, LLC, dba MJ’S Restaurant (1107 7th Avenue).  Expiration Date: 05/19/2015.  No violations in previous five years.

b. New application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privileges for Catering, Carryout Wine, Outdoor Service, and Sunday Sales for Ramsey’s Metro Market, LLC, dba Ramsey’s Metro Market (1120 7th Avenue Suite A).  Expiration Date: 05/06/15.  One violation in previous five years.  (Switching from Special Class C to Class C).

Resolution No. 24511 approving the purchase of road marking paint from Sherwin Williams in the amount of $27,315.75.


Resolution No. 24512 approving the purchase of an air compressor from Star Equipment LTD in the amount of $17,750.00.


Resolution No. 24513 approving a Letter of Intent with Midwest Energy Solutions for the development of Alternative Fuel System.


Motion to receive and file 2015 Public Services Work Program.

Resolution No. 24515 approving a Listing and Marketing Commission Agreement with Brindlee Mountain Fire Apparatus of Union Grove, Alabama, regarding the brokering of Engine-91 of the Marion Fire Department.


Motion to receive and file correspondence requesting to waive the fire classification for property located at 5104 8th Avenue (Gary Suntken and Cory Maddy, Classic Home Remodeling, Inc.).


Resolution No. 24516 approving Partial Payment No. 4 to Shoemaker & Haaland Engineers for professional services for the Donnelly Park Pedestrian Bridge Design and Development Plan in the amount of $4,113.70. 


Motion to receive and file the Parks & Recreation Department 2015 Work Programs.


Resolution No. 24517 setting a public hearing for May 7, 2015 regarding the proposed adoption by reference of the International Property Maintenance Code 2015 Edition, with amendments, and providing penalties.

Resolution No. 24519 approving Permanent Public Access Easement Agreement with Capital Commercial Division, LLC. (739 10th Street) regarding the 2015 ImaginArt in the Alley Project.








Page 4, April 23, 2015
Resolution No. 24520 approving Permanent Public Access Easement Agreement with Engle Properties, LLC (777 10th Street) regarding the 2015 ImaginArt in the Alley Project.

Resolution No. 24521 approving Permanent Public Access Easement Agreement with Scott Levi Bezek (1060 7th Avenue) regarding the 2015 ImaginArt in the Alley Project.

Resolution No. 24522 approving Permanent Public Access Easement Agreement with Craig C. Campbell and Priscilla Steele (1064 7th Avenue) regarding the 2015 ImaginArt in the Alley Project.

Resolution No. 24523 approving Permanent Public Access Easement Agreement with Berry Properties L.C., (1070 7th Avenue) regarding the 2015 ImaginArt in the Alley Project.

Resolution No. 24524 approving Temporary Construction Easement Agreement with Engle Properties, LLC. (790 11th Street) regarding the 2015 ImaginArt in the Alley Project.

Resolution No. 24525 approving Temporary Construction Easement Agreement with Mathews Holdings, LLC. (760 11th Street) regarding the 2015 ImaginArt in the Alley Project.

Resolution No. 24526 approving a Residential Stormwater Best Management Practices Cost Sharing Program.

Resolution No. 24527 approving Change Order No. 1 with Midwest Concrete, LLC., regarding the 2014 Sidewalk Ramp Repair Project in the amount of $17,881.00.

Motion to receive, file, and concur with staff report regarding request for a traffic feasibility study associated with 8th Avenue regarding continuing the passing lane from Indian Creek to 10th Street (Merle Kopel, 585 8th Avenue).

Motion to receive and file request for water and sewer service for residences along Rolling Glen Drive, east of 10th Street (Arden Shindol, 1038 Rolling Glen Drive).


Motion directing staff to investigate project development regarding water and sewer service for residences along Rolling Glen Drive, east of 10th Street.

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding roundabouts (J. Smith, Marion resident).
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Resolution No. 24528 approving Municipal Corporation Quit Claim Deed for road right-of-way purposes regarding Boyson Road, east of Alburnett Road (staff).

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Planning and Development Department payment as follows:


a. Resolution No. 24529 approving Payment No. 2 to Nesper Sign Advertising, Inc., for work related to the Country Kitchen sign at 699 7th Avenue per Resolution No. 23448 and Memorandum of Understanding associated with the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street Project, in the amount of $600.00.


Motion to receive and file and refer the following to the Planning and Zoning Commission:

a. Radio Road Second Addition Final Plat to Linn County for property located north of Radio Road and east of Highway 13.

b. Marion Enterprise Center Fourth Addition Preliminary Site Development Plan for property located south of Partners Avenue and west of Medco Drive.

c. Marion Enterprise Center Fourth Addition Final Site Development Plan for property located south of Partners Avenue and west of Medco Drive.


Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding the resignation of Greg Kingery as a member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

Resolution No. 24530 setting public hearing for May 7, 2015 regarding request to amend the Marion Land Use Map from Corridor Commercial to Multi-Family Residential and to rezone property located at 1220-1230 Blairs Ferry Road from C-3, General Commercial to PD-R, Planned Development Residential (Full Circle Communities, Inc. c/o Arbor Marion Limited Partnership, applicant).

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding the impact that the zoning requests adjacent to Echo Hill Road will have on Echo Hill Elementary School and Oak Ridge Middle School (Hugh Holak, 5733 Smithland Drive).

Resolution No. 24532 awarding contract to Precision Drywall for City Hall improvements in the amount of $12,578.00.

Resolution No. 24533 approving the renewal of a contract with Wellmark for third party administration and stop loss coverage related to health and dental insurance for FY 15-16.

Motion to receive and file revised Section 2.10 of the Personnel Policies related to health and disability insurance.
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Motion to receive and file new job description for Human Resources Generalist.

Resolution No. 24534 authorizing Deferred Compensation Agreement (Michael E. Kula).


Motion to receive and file request for funding to purchase new banners in an amount of $16,850.00 (Marion Leadership in Action).


Motion to receive and file March 2015 Departmental Reports.
All in favor of motion to approve the consent calendar, motion carried.
Resolution No. 24531 establishing an application process for the private use of public property for outdoor dining was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24531.  Council Member Pazour stated that residents don’t want smoking allowed in parks but they will sit out front of a restaurant with the carbon monoxide from the cars passing by.  All in favor except Pazour, motion carried.

Moved by Crawford, seconded by Draper to approve Consent Calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstention, as follows:

Resolution No. 24535 approving professional services agreement with Martin Gardner Architects for facility development.

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payment, as follows:

a. Resolution No. 24536 approving Partial Payment No. 11 to Genesis Equities, LLC., for the Central Corridor Project (13th Street to 31st Street) in the amount of $33,469.93.

Resolution No. 24537 approving Partial Payment No. 12 to Martin Gardner Architecture for professional services associated with the Downtown Revitalization Program in the amount of $2,355.00.

Resolution No. 24518 approving contract with Shive Hattery regarding engineering services associated with the Highway 151/13 Signal Advanced Warning Device Project in the amount of $14,920.00.
Resolution No. 24514 approving a Letter of Intent with Acterra Group for energy procurement and development.

Vote:  Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford, and Draper.  Nays: None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
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Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to receive and file correspondence requesting a code prohibiting the feeding of deer within the City limits and subsequent affirming Council action (Grant and Keri Harper, 2522 Vaughn Drive).  All in favor, motion carried.


Ordinance No. 15-02 amending Chapter 47, Park Rules of the Marion Code of Ordinances, more specifically to add a section Prohibiting Smoking and the use of Tobacco, Nicotine and Electronic Vaporizers in the public parks and providing penalties was read by Draper for second consideration (Amended by Council on 3/19/15).  Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve the second reading of Ord. No. 15-02.  Comments were heard from Council Member Pazour and Mayor Bouska regarding the proposed Ordinance.  Vote:  Yeas:  Etzel, Spinks, Crawford, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Nays:  Pazour and Bouska.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding establishing access fees related to the Winslow Road Reconstruction along Hunters Ridge Golf Club 16th Addition.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed. 

Ordinance No. 15-07 establishing access fee related to Winslow Road Reconstruction along Hunters Ridge Golf Club 16th Addition was read by Pazour for initial consideration.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Draper to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-07.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to receive and file a request for an exception to the Cedar Rapids Metropolitan Area Engineering Design Standards for the curb and driveway width for property located at 3300 3rd Avenue (Joe Myers, 3300 3rd Avenue).  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24538 approving Marion Airport First Addition Final Plat and Memorandum of Agreement for property located east of Partners Avenue and south of Marion Airport Road (1600 and 1710 Marion Airport Road) (Genesis Equities, LLC, applicant) was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24538.  Vote:  Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford, and Draper.  Nays: None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Ordinance No. 15-05 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances regarding a request to zone property located north of Echo Hill Road and west of Alburnett Road to R-2, Medium Density Single Family Residential (Mooney-Engle Land Co.) was read by Crawford for second consideration.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Pazour to approve the second reading of Ord. No. 15-05.  Assistant Planning Director Dave Hockett stated that correspondence was received and filed on tonight’s Consent Calendar from Hugh Holak, 5733 Smithland Drive, regarding the zoning request.  All in favor, motion carried.
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Ordinance No. 15-06 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances regarding a request to zone property located on the north and south side of Echo Hill Road west of Alburnett Road to A-1, Rural Restricted and south of Echo Hill Road east of Alburnett Road to R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential (City Initiated) was read by AbouAssaly for second consideration.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve the second reading of Ord. No. 15-06.  All in favor, motion carried.


Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to Sections 176.21-3(F) and 176.22-3(F) of the Marion Code of Ordinances related to building height requirements within the C-2, Central Business District Commercial and C-3, General Commercial zoning districts.  Assistant Planning Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.


Ordinance No. 15-08 amending Sections 176.21-3(F) of the Marion Code of Ordinances related to building height requirements within the C-2, Central Business District Commercial zoning district was read by Draper for initial consideration.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-08.  Council Member Pazour stated that a five story building would totally destroy the looks of downtown Marion.  Council Member Draper stated that his only concern was whether the new aerial fire truck can reach 75 feet.  He explained that the Fire Department assured him that the new truck will reach 75 feet.  All in favor except Pazour, motion carried.


Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to Section 176.22-1(F) of the Marion Code of Ordinances related to residential dwelling units above the ground floor within the C-3, General Commercial zoning district.  Assistant Planning Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.


Ordinance No. 15-09 amending Section 176.22-1(F) of the Marion Code of Ordinances related to residential dwelling units above the ground floor within the C-3, General Commercial zoning district was read by Pazour for initial consideration.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Draper to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-09.  All in favor, motion carried.


Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to Section 176.29, Parking and Loading Regulations of the Marion Code of Ordinances to establish parking structure regulations.  Assistant Planning Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed
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Ordinance No. 15-10 amending Section 176.29, Parking and Loading Regulations of the Marion Code of Ordinances to establish parking structure regulations was read by Etzel for initial consideration.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Spinks to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-10.  Council Member Pazour asked if this Ordinance will provide regulations in case someone does wish to put up a parking structure.  She asked if any parking structures are proposed.  Assistant Planning Director Dave Hockett stated that this is a result of the potential of a parking garage in the reinvestment district.  All in favor, motion carried.


Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to the Marion Code of Ordinances to establish regulations relating to urban agriculture.  Assistant Planning Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  Sara Mentzer, 2305 Timber Creek Drive, spoke in support of the proposed Ordinance.  She noted that her church cancelled the farmers market in their parking lot because farmers markets are only allowed in commercial districts.  She explained that her church is not located in a commercial district.  This ordinance would allow community groups to apply for a conditional use permit to sell the produce.  Ms. Mentzer noted that worksites are also starting gardens.  Council Member AbouAssaly asked about beekeeping.  Ms. Mentzer stated that beekeeping is a new trend.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.


Ordinance No. 15-11 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances and establishing Section 176.47, Urban Agriculture was read by Spinks for initial consideration.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-11.  Council Member Pazour asked if current farm ground would be grandfathered under the Ordinance.  Assistant Planning Director Dave Hockett stated that this Ordinance does not apply to the A-1 zoning district.  Council Member Etzel asked about signage.  Mr. Hockett reviewed the signage portion of the Ordinance.  Council Member Draper stated that the resident should only be able to sell what is produced on their property.  Mr. Hockett responded that the Ordinance includes that provision.  Council Member AbouAssaly asked if a resident would need a permit for the bees.  Assistant Planning Director Dave Hockett stated that they would need a conditional use permit.  Council Member AbouAssaly expressed concern with raising bees in a residential neighborhood.  All in favor, motion carried.


Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding a request to vacate the entire 10 feet by 250 feet of both the north/south and east/west alleys bounded by 7th and 8th Avenues and 10th and 11th Streets, Block 13, Original Town, Marion, Iowa.  Assistant Planning Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  He noted that this is a request from the City.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.  
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Resolution No. 24539 vacating the entire 10 feet by 250 feet of both the north/south and east/west alleys bounded by 7th and 8th Avenues and 10th and 11th Streets, Block 13, Original Town, Marion, Iowa (City request) was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24539.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Draper to amend Res. No. 24539 to include the condition that the vacated alley shall not be sold.  All in favor of the amendment, motion carried.  All in favor of Res. No. 24539 as amended, motion carried.

Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Draper to receive and file a request for a sidewalk deferral for property located at 3300 3rd Avenue (Joe Myers, 3300 3rd Avenue).  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to remove from table Resolution No. 24509 approving the adoption of the Community Branding, Development, and Marketing Action Plan (Tabled at the 04/09/15 meeting).  Council Member Pazour expressed concern that some of the action plan items would be expensive to implement.  All in favor of motion to remove from table Res. No. 24509 except Pazour, motion carried.


Resolution No. 24509 approving the adoption of the Community Branding, Development, and Marketing Action Plan was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24509.  Council Member Pazour expressed concern that the City Manager has authorization to approve payments up to $10,000 without Council approval.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn noted that Council approved an allocation of $20,000 for branding in the budget for next year.  Mr. Pluckhahn stated that Council needs to prioritize the action items for funding.  All in favor except Pazour, motion carried.


Resolution No. 24540 approving a match for IDOT Airport Grant was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24540.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn noted that the printed agenda included a match amount of $12,578.00.  He noted that the amount is incorrect.  Mr. Pluckhahn stated that Resolution states that the City Council has reviewed and endorses the Marion Airport project for FY 16 and does certify that the local matching funds are available for these projects.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24541 amending the non-bargaining pay schedule for FY 15-16 (Human Resources Generalist and IT Support Analyst) was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24541.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24542 approving a request for funding regarding the purchase of new banners in the amount of $16,850.00 (Marion Leadership in Action) was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24542.  Council discussed funding for the banners.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn discussed possible funding sources.  All in favor, motion carried.
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Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve the following Mayoral appointments:


a. Matt Wildman, 2745 Spoonbill Drive, Park System Master Plan Steering Committee.
b. Mike Dooley, 3851 29th Avenue, Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) Oversight Committee, term expires 12-31-17.
c. Taylor Nelson, 7707 Hampshire Court NE, Cedar Rapids, Uptown/Marion Main Street representative, Design Standards Steering Committee.
d. Susan Forinash, 1860 Boyson Road, Hiawatha, Home Builders Association Representative, Design Standards Steering Committee.
e. Ashley Zierath, 1225 6th Avenue Suite 100, Design Standards Steering Committee.
f. Todd Wood, 2505 Deer Lane Road, Design Standards Steering Committee.
g. Mark Mowrer, 999 44th Street Suite 1000, Design Standards Steering Committee.
h. Phil High, 1317 7th Avenue, Uptown business owner, Design Standards Steering Committee.

All in favor of motion to concur with the Mayor’s recommendations, motion carried.  

Council Discussion Time:

Council Member Pazour asked about the total of payments to Foth Engineering.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow stated that he will review the payments.

Council Member Pazour noted that she enjoyed the Red Cedar Chamber Music concert at City Hall today.  

Council Member Spinks stated that the AARP magazine listed Marion and Cedar Rapids on their most livable cities list.  Cedar Rapids was listed at number 7 for cities of population from 100,000 to 500,000.  Marion was listed at number 9 for cities of population from 25,000 to 100,000.  The article noted that the vibrant Uptown Marion neighborhood is experiencing a burst of mixed-use development.  


Council Member AbouAssaly congratulated the City and the citizens on the recognition by the AARP as a top 10 livable city.  He noted that Marion is frequently being recognized.  Council Member AbouAssaly stated that this is an indication that the City is heading the right direction and is doing the right things.  He noted that the recognition is a reflection of the hard work by many people.  

Council Member AbouAssaly congratulated the City on again being named a Tree City USA.  Parks Director Mike Carolan noted that this is the 22nd year for the Tree City USA award and the 21st year for achieving the Tree City Growth Award.  The Tree City Growth Award is awarded to communities that spend over $2.00 per capita on tree plantings and tree maintenance.  In 2014, the City spent $2.72 per capita on tree plantings and tree maintenance.  
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Council Member AbouAssaly noted that this is the last weekend to see the Miracle Worker at the Giving Tree Theater.  

Council Member Draper stated that he and Mayor Bouska planted trees at Lowe Park this week.  Parks Director Mike Carolan invited everyone to attend the Arbor Day celebration at the new Police Station at noon tomorrow.  He noted that new trees will be planted along the Highway 151 side of the building.


Council Member Draper stated that the Marion Police Department shined by handling the stabbing at Hy-Vee very professionally.  Council Member Draper noted that he was proud of our Police Chief.  He asked that anyone that talks to someone spiritually to keep that young boy that witnessed his mother’s murder in our thoughts and guide him.  Council Member Draper noted that the young man will need a lot of spiritual help during his lifetime.  


Mayor Bouska asked Sara Mentzer to extend his apologies to her church.  Ms. Mentzer had noted that the church cancelled the farmers market they hold in their parking lot because it was not allowed by City ordinance.  Mayor Bouska explained that the City never intended to prohibit the sale of produce at the church.  
Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 6:51 p.m.





















____________________________








Snooks Bouska, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk

