









May 21, 2015

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, May 21, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Pazour, Etzel, Crawford, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Absent:  Spinks.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council observed a moment of silence.

Mayor’s Announcements:  None.
Mayor Bouska read a proclamation for the American Legion Auxiliary Poppy Days.

Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:  None.
Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Draper to approve the Consent Calendar, as follows:

Motion to approve minutes of the May 5 and 7, 2015 City Council meetings.


Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $921,345.02.

Motion to approve the following liquor license applications:


a. Renewal application for a Class B Native Wine Permit with additional privilege for Sunday Sales for Ends with E, LLC, dba The Chocolate Shop (1244 7th Avenue).  Expiration Date: 06/10/15.  No violations in previous five years.

b. New application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privilege for Sunday Sales Collins Road Theatres, Inc., dba Collins Road Theatres (1462 Twixt Town Road).

Resolution No. 24565 approving the purchase of traffic signal equipment in the amount of $21,245.00 from Traffic Control Corporation.


Resolution No. 24566 approving the purchase of a refuse packer and chassis from Elliot Equipment Company in the amount of $45,000.00.

Resolution No. 24568 approving contract and bond with Rathje Construction Co. regarding the 2015 10th Street Reconstruction Project

Resolution No. 24569 approving Iowa Economic Development Authority Community Development Block Grant Program Watershed Management Authority Phase I Contract Extension.
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Motion to approve Project Calendar for the 2015 29th Avenue Widening Project, as follows:

a. Motion to retain the City Engineer as Project Engineer regarding the 2015 29th Avenue Widening Project.

b. Resolution No. 24570 approving Resolution of Necessity regarding the 2015 29th Avenue Widening Project.

c. Resolution No. 24571 ordering preparation of detailed plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 29th Avenue Widening Project.

d. Resolution No. 24572 approving and adopting final plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 29th Avenue Widening Project.


Resolution No. 24573 accepting temporary right-of-way easements regarding the 2015 29th Avenue Widening Project.


Motion to approve Project Calendar for the 2015 Storm Sewer Project, as follows:


a. Motion to retain the City Engineer as Project Engineer regarding the 2015 Storm Sewer Project.
b.
Resolution No. 24574 approving Resolution of Necessity regarding the 2015 Storm Sewer Project.

c.
Resolution No. 24575 ordering preparation of detailed plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 Storm Sewer Project.

b. Resolution No. 24576 approving and adopting final plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 Storm Sewer Project.


Motion to approve Project Calendar for the Alburnett Road Widening Project, as follows:


a. Motion to retain the City Engineer as Project Engineer regarding the 2015 Alburnett Widening Project.

b. Resolution No. 24577 approving Resolution of Necessity regarding the 2015 Alburnett Widening Project.

c. Resolution No. 24578 ordering preparation of detailed plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 Alburnett Widening Project.
d. Resolution No. 24579 approving and adopting final plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 Alburnett Widening Project.
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Motion to receive and file staff report regarding Storm Water Utility Fees, Chapter 157.10 of the Marion Code of Ordinances.


Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Planning and Development Department payments, as follows:


a. Resolution No. 24580 approving Payment No. 3 to Country Kitchen, 699 7th Avenue, regarding electrical work for their new sign per Resolution No. 23448 and Memorandum of Understanding associated with Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street Project in the amount of $1,350.00.
b. Resolution No. 24581 approving Payment No. 2 to Kirk Gray Trustee, Duchess Dry Cleaner – 708 7th Avenue, for a relocation assistance reimbursement related to the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street Project in the amount of $3,701.93.
c. Resolution No. 24582 approving Payment No. 2 to Anderson-Bogert Engineers per the contract for the Grant Wood Trail Extension Project (Iowa DOT Project No. TAP-U-4775(628)--8I-57) in the amount of $5,416.00.


Motion to receive and file and refer to the Planning and Zoning Commission:

a. Marion Enterprise Center Fourth Addition Final Plat for property located south of Partners Avenue and west of Medco Drive (Medco Holding Company, LLC).


Resolution No. 24583 setting a public hearing for June 4, 2015 amending Chapter 3 Boundaries, Section 3.02.5 and 3.02.11 of the Marion Code of Ordinances related to precinct legal descriptions, more specifically pertaining to precincts MR05 and MR11.

Resolution No. 24584 setting public hearing for June 4, 2015 regarding a request to rezone properties located between the intersection of Winslow Road/Indian Creek Road and Silver Oak Trail, west of the roundabout at Lucore Road and Tower Terrace Road from Undesignated to R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential and from R-2, Medium Density Single Family Residential to R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential (City Initiated). 


Resolution No. 24585 setting a public hearing for June 4, 2015 regarding a request to zone properties located on both sides of North 10th Street between Tower Terrace Road and Connection Avenue as A-1, Rural Restricted and R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential (City initiated).
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Motion directing staff to proceed with an amendment to Section 176.36 of the Marion Code of Ordinances to establish alternates for the Zoning Board of Adjustment.


Resolution No. 24586 approving life and long term disability insurance with Madison National Life Insurance Company, Inc. (MNL).

Motion to receive and file correspondence requesting an extension of Hotel-Motel Grant Funds (Michelle Barker, Linn Area Mountain Bike Association).

Motion to approve extension of Hotel-Motel Grant Funds (Michelle Barker, Linn Area Mountain Bike Association). 

Motion to receive and file correspondence requesting an extension of Hotel-Motel Grant Funds (Laurie Renda, Equine Events, 601 Dows Road, Cedar Rapids).


Motion to approve an extension of Hotel-Motel Grant Funds (Laurie Renda, Equine Events, 601 Dows Road, Cedar Rapids).


Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding the Library (Patricia Otis, 2115 24th Street).

Motion to receive and file April 2015 Departmental Reports.


Motion to approve the following Hold Harmless/Noise Waiver Agreements:


a. Birthday Party, Oak Park Circle, Saturday, May 23, 2015 (rain date May 30, 2015), 6:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. (Rene Gadelha, 797 Oak Park Circle).


b. Wedding, New Life Community Church, 275 West 29th Avenue, Saturday, June 20, 2015, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. (Jenna Jurgensmeier, 145 Meghann Drive).


c. Chamber of Commerce PM Exchange Block Party, 11th Street between 7th and 8th Avenues, Thursday, July 16, 2015, 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. (Martin Gardner Architectures, P.C., 700 11th Street).

d. Outdoor Band Concert, City Square Park, Thursday, July 9, 16, 23, and 30, 2015, 12:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. and a request to park band shell in 4 parking spots on the east side of the 11th Street stub adjacent to City Square Park, July 9, 2015 through July 30, 2015.


e. Marion Rotary Marathon for Shoes, Lowe Park and surrounding area, Saturday, June 13, 2015, 4:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. and Sunday, June 14, 2015, 6:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Cody Crawford, PO Box 1183).
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f. Outdoor Live Music, Pitchers, 620 Lindale Drive, Saturday, August 1, 2015, 12:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. (Michael Thomas, 620 Lindale Drive).


g. Singing in the Park by Susan Paige, City Square Park, various ongoing dates, 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Susan Paige, 101 South 11th Street, Apartment 203).
All in favor of motion to approve the Consent Calendar, motion carried.
Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve the Consent Calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstention, as follows:

Motion to approve the following liquor license applications:

a. Addition of a catering privilege to an existing liquor license for QDogs BBQ, LLC, dba QDogs BBQ Company (895 Blairs Ferry Road).


Resolution No. 24587 approving Partial Payment No. 3 to KJWW Engineering for structural engineering and analysis services in the amount of $3,741.39.


Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payments as follows:


a. Resolution No. 24588 approving Partial Payment No. 12 to Genesis Equities, LLC., regarding the Central Corridor Project (13th Street to 31st Street) in the amount of $34,763.75.
b. Resolution No. 24589 approving Partial Payment No. 35 to East Central Iowa Council of Governments for the Watershed Management Authority Phase II Administration in the amount of $6,664.00.
c. Resolution No. 24590 approving Partial Payment No. 36 to East Central Iowa Council of Governments for the Watershed Management Authority Phase II Administration in the amount of $5,705.73.

Resolution No. 24591 approving contract and bond with L.L. Pelling Co., Inc. regarding the 2015 HMA Resurfacing Project.

Resolution No. 24592 approving Partial Payment No. 14 to Martin Gardner Architecture for professional services associated with the Downtown Revitalization Program in an amount of $9,286.25.
Resolution No. 24567 approving contract and bond with Municipal Pipe Tool Co. regarding the 2015 Sanitary Sewer Sliplining Project.
Vote on motion to approve the Consent Calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstaining:  Yeas:  Pazour, Etzel, Bouska, Crawford, and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention:  AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.
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Mayor Bouska opened the public hearing regarding the FY 14-15 budget amendment.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.


Resolution No. 24593 approving the FY 14-15 budget amendment was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24593.  All in favor, motion carried.

Ordinance No. 15-14 amending Chapter 105 of the Solid Waste Ordinance and establishing base monthly collection fees at $14.00, reduced monthly fees at $10.50, and amending requirements for vacated premises effective July 1st, 2015 was read by Etzel for initial consideration.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-14.  Public Services Director Ryan Miller presented the staff report.  Council discussed the proposed rate increases.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn reviewed the costs for providing the solid waste pickup.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Draper to amend the motion to set the base monthly collection fee at $14.25 and the reduced monthly fee at $8.50.  Public Services Director Ryan Miller stated that $8.50 would not cover the cost of providing the service.  The motion to amend was amended by unanimous consent to set the base monthly collection fee at $14.00 and the reduced monthly fee at $9.00.  Vote on amendment as amended:  Yeas:  Pazour, Etzel, Bouska, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Nays:  Crawford.  Motion carried.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Draper to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-14 as amended, motion carried.
Council Member Draper asked about trimming limbs from trees in the right-of-way that hang low enough to hit the garbage trucks, fire trucks, and buses.  Parks Director Mike Carolan stated that with the establishment of the Urban Forestry Fund the Parks Department will be able to maintain the right-of-way trees.
Resolution No. 24594 approving Partial Payment No. 1 to Confluence for professional services regarding the City of Marion Park System Master Plan in the amount of $7,130.00 was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Draper to approve Res. No. 24594.  All in favor, motion carried.


Ordinance No. 15-12 adopting by reference of the International Property Maintenance Code, 2015 Edition, with amendments, including changes to Chapter 153 and Chapter 165 of the Code of Ordinances and providing penalties was read by AbouAssaly for second consideration.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve the second reading of Ord. No. 15-12.  All in favor, motion carried.

Ordinance No. 15-13 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances regarding a request to rezone property located at 1220-1230 Blairs Ferry Road from C-3, General Commercial to PD-R, Planned Development Residential (Full Circle Communities, Inc. c/o Arbor Marion Limited Partnership, applicant) was read by Draper for second consideration.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve the second reading of Ord. No. 15-13.  All in favor, motion carried.
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Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to receive and file request to waive the final reading of Ordinance No. 15-13 (Full Circle Communities, request).  All in favor, motion carried.


Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to suspend the rules and place Ordinance No. 15-13 on the agenda for adoption and to adopt Ordinance No. 15-13.  Council Member Pazour asked if there had been any objections received to the rezoning.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne stated that he has not received any objections.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24595 approving Radio Road Second Addition Final Plat to Linn County and Memorandum of Agreement for property located north of Radio Road and east of Highway 13 (ITC Midwest, LLC) was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Draper to approve Res. No. 24595.  All in favor, motion carried.


Resolution No. 24596 approving Burns Second Addition Final Plat to Linn County and Memorandum of Agreement for property located north of Echo Hill Road and east of Alburnett Road (6801 and 6803 Alburnett Road) (Richard and Judith Burns) was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24596.  All in favor, motion carried.

Norm Hlas, 1826 Radio Road, requested to speak regarding Resolution No. 24595, approving Radio Road Second Addition Final Plat to Linn County and Memorandum of Agreement for property located north of Radio Road and east of Highway 13 (ITC Midwest, LLC).  Mr. Hlas indicated that ITC wants one acre to build a substation and another nine acres to expand the substation in the future.  Mr. Hlas noted that although the property is currently in the County, Marion will grow this direction in the future.  He expressed concern that the substation will hinder Marion’s growth.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that the Planning and Development Director can forward Mr. Hlas’ concerns to Linn County.

Resolution No. 24597 setting public hearing for June 4, 2015 regarding a request to remove the bus stop located at 290 South 11th Street (Ronald Major, owner) was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24597.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24598 approving Standard Software License and Services Agreement with New World Systems for Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) software and approving payments in the amount of $542,800. (Travel expenses, estimated at $60,000, to be billed separately as incurred and overall costs to be shared with the Marion Water Department) was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24598.  Council Member Pazour suggested that the City IT staff travel to New World for training then come back and train the City employees.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained that it would be more efficient to have New World travel here and train the employees.  Rachel Bolender, Financial Clerk, stated 
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that New World plans to make 30 trips onsite for the conversion and training.  The new software will replace current utility billing, finance, payroll/HR, and community development software.  Council Member Pazour asked if this software will be compatible with Marco.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that it is compatible and will simplify Marco’s work.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24599 setting a public hearing date for June 18, 2015 regarding an amendment to the Urban Renewal Plan for the Central Corridor/Collins Road Extension Consolidated Urban Renewal Area was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24599.  Council Member Draper asked about changing the name of the Collins Road Extension Urban Renewal Area.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that the name will be changed in conjunction with this amendment to the urban renewal plan.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24600 setting a public hearing date for June 18, 2015 regarding the approval of a development agreement with Genesis Equities, LLC, including tax increment financing (TIF) was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Draper to approve Res. No. 24600. All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24601 approving payment to Utility Service Group for painting community logos on Lindale Drive water tower in the amount of $10,750.00 was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24601.  Council Member Pazour asked how much it cost to paint the water tower.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn indicated that it costs $300,000 to paint the inside and outside of the water tower.  Council Member Draper thanked the committee for the work on selecting a community logo.  He noted that he wished Council had been involved selecting the logo from the final options.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24602 approving payment to Prison Industries in the amount of $12,800.00 for 320 community banners was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24602.  Kay Lammers, 2820 2nd Avenue, asked to see pictures of the banners.  Assistant to the City Manager Amanda Kaufman showed pictures of one set of the banners.  All in favor, motion carried.
Resolution No. 24603 approving the purchase of Marion Airport and directing city manager to execute a lease for operations of the facility with LuxAir Aviation, LLC. was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24603.  Hannah Kustes, representing LuxAir Aviation, was present to answer Council questions.  Vote on Res. No. 24603:  Yeas:  Pazour, Etzel, Bouska, Crawford, and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention:  AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to receive and file correspondence in support of the new Marion logo (Lee Eilers, President & CEO, Marion Process Solutions, 3575 3rd Avenue).  Council Member Pazour stated that additional correspondence in support of the logo was received from Scott Pantel, Vice President, Marketing, Rinderknecht; 
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Jim Angstman, Gibbs Lamb Drown Commercial Real Estate Advisors; and Dan Engle, Mooney Engle Land Company LLC.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to amend the motion to receive and file the three additional letters also.  All in favor of motion to amend, motion carried.  All in favor of motion as amended, motion carried.
Council Discussion Time:


Council Member Pazour noted that Todd Dorman had an editorial in today’s Cedar Rapids Gazette entitled “Soil rule running out of time”.  She asked the City Engineer to review Marion’s topsoil requirements.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow responded to Council Member Pazour’s questions.

Council Member Pazour expressed condolences to the families of August Baack and Jerry Zahradnik.  


Council Member Pazour asked about the Foth Infrastructure and Environment, LLC contract. City Engineer Dan Whitlow responded to her questions.  


Council Member Pazour asked about the financing of the new Marion Police Station.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained the financing.  

Council Member AbouAssaly commended the City Council for supporting the new City logo.  He thanked the committee members for their hard work and the consultant for their expertise.


Council Member AbouAssaly noted that Marion High School has achieved designation as a Blue Zones School.  They are the first high school in the nation to achieve this milestone.

Council Member AbouAssaly explained that Cedar Rapids is considering a nicotine ban in their parks.  He noted that Marion was the leader regarding the nicotine ban.


Council Member Draper stated that Marion has the greatest gathering place in Iowa.  He explained that thousands attended the Marion Arts Festival in City Square Park this past weekend.  He suggested that we look to our past for our future.  Council Member Draper indicated that he is looking forward to the alley enhancements and uptown improvements.  


City Manager Lon Pluckhahn thanked Parks Director Mike Carolan for obtaining a rebate from MidAmerican Energy for the heater at the Marion pool.  The replacement heater cost almost $44,000 and the City will receive a $26,000 rebate.  Parks Director Mike Carolan thanked Recreation and Aquatics Coordinator Karlene Hummel for working to obtain the rebate.


Mayor Bouska noted that the Marion Arts Festival was a huge success with many people attending the festival and participating in the races.

Mayor Bouska explained that City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated on Tuesday that the logo would appeal to the millennials.  Mayor Bouska noted that all the old Council Members are supporting the millennials.
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Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 6:33 p.m.





















____________________________








Snooks Bouska, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk

