








June 18, 2015

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, June 18, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Pazour, Spinks, Etzel, and AbouAssaly.  Absent:  Crawford and Draper.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Boy Scout Michael Kuchera from Troop 360. 
Council observed a moment of silence.

Mayor’s Announcements:

Mayor Bouska asked City Manager Lon Pluckhahn to report on the award that the City received today.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that the City of Marion was awarded the 2015 Healthy Iowa Award from the Healthiest State Initiative and the Iowa Department of Public Health.  This Initiative was started by Governor Branstad about four years ago to make Iowa the healthiest state in the nation.  Marion was the only City in the large city category to receive the award.  The City was nominated by the Blue Zones team and Communication Coordinator Amber Bisinger did much of the work on the application.  
Mayor Bouska read a proclamation designating June 26th as Dr. Katie Mulholland Day in the City of Marion.  The proclamation was in recognition of Dr. Mullholland’s retirement from her position as Superintendent of the Linn-Mar School District.  Mayor Bouska noted that Dr. Mulholland guided the district through rapid growth and managed the building of three elementary schools, a middle school, a refurbished Learning and Resource Center, the Linn-Mar Multipurpose Stadium, the Aquatic Center, and a baseball/softball complex since she started at Linn-Mar in 2003.
Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions.


Catrena Vargason, 3415 29th Avenue, stated that due to a crack in the street, trucks passing by their home cause their home to vibrate.  She noted that yesterday a shelf fell off of the garage wall.  She requested that the road be fixed.  Mayor Bouska stated that staff will contact her.

Larry Sankey, 1580 3rd Avenue, noted that there is a dead tree at the library and the wood in front needs stained.  Mr. Sankey also noted that he received a parks survey.  He noted that there are a lot of weeds at Thomas Park from 5th Avenue to where you cross the bridge. 

Mayor Bouska stated that the Engineering Department has requested that Resolution No. 24633, Accepting the 2014 - 35th Street Reconstruction Project, be removed from tonight’s agenda.  Council Member Pazour requested that items #3, 8, 26, 27c, and 27d be removed from the Consent Calendar for separate discussion.

Moved by Pazour, seconded by Spinks to approve the Consent Calendar, as follows:

Motion to approve minutes of the June 2 and 4, 2015 City Council meetings.
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Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $3,375,368.75.

Resolution No. 24630 approving the renewal of the Iowa Communities Assurance Pool (ICAP) for FY 15-16 in the amount of $230,570.34.


Resolution No. 24631 setting a public hearing for June 30, 2015, regarding FY 14-15 Budget Amendment No. 2.


Resolution No. 24632 approving purchase of a replacement infeed belt assembly from Vermeer of Eastern Iowa in the amount of $63,681.36.


Resolution No. 24637 approving a Stop Sign stopping north bound traffic on Kinderhook Lane at its intersection with West Williams Drive.

Resolution No. 24638 approving a Stop Sign stopping south bound traffic on Kinderhook Lane at its intersection with Saddleback Road.
Resolution No. 24639 approving a Stop Sign stopping west bound traffic on Battle Creek Drive at its intersection with Kinderhook Lane.

Resolution No. 24640 approving a Stop Sign stopping west bound traffic on Saddleback Road at its intersection with Pinehurst Drive.

Resolution No. 24641 approving a Stop Sign stopping west bound traffic on Bent Creek Drive at its intersection with Pinehurst Drive.

Resolution No. 24642 approving a Stop Sign stopping north bound traffic on Pinehurst Drive at its intersection with West Williams Drive.

Resolution No. 24643 approving a Stop Sign stopping south bound traffic on Shady Oak Drive at its intersection with Eastview Avenue.

Resolution No. 24644 approving a Stop Sign stopping east bound traffic on Aspen Drive at its intersection with Eastview Avenue.

Resolution No. 24645 approving a Stop Sign stopping east bound traffic on Forest Lane at its intersection with Brookfield Drive.

Resolution No. 24646 approving a Stop Sign stopping east bound traffic on Lindenbrook Lane at its intersection with Brookfield Drive.

Resolution No. 24647 approving a Stop Sign stopping east bound traffic on Crescent Oak Lane at its intersection with Brookfield Drive.

Resolution No. 24648 approving a Stop Sign stopping south bound traffic on Hawks Ridge Lane at its intersection with Brookfield Drive.
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Resolution No. 24649 approving a Stop Sign stopping west bound traffic on Forest Lane at its intersection with Hawks Ridge Lane.

Resolution No. 24650 approving a Stop Sign stopping west bound traffic on Lindenbrook Lane at its intersection with Hawks Ridge Lane.

Resolution No. 24651 approving a Stop Sign stopping east bound traffic on Briargate Drive at its intersection with Hawks Ridge Lane.

Resolution No. 24652 approving a Stop Sign stopping west bound traffic on Crescent Oak Lane at its intersection with Hawks Ridge Lane.

Motion to receive, file and refer to TAC correspondence regarding request for a Residential On-Street Parking Space for the Disabled (James Potter, 2580 22nd Avenue).

Motion to receive and file and refer to the Planning and Zoning Commission:

a. Koval First Addition Final Plat to Linn County for property located north of County Home Road and west of North Alburnett Road, 3370 North Alburnett Road (Emil J. Koval, as Trustee of the Emil J. Koval Revocable Trust).

b. Koval Second Addition Final Plat to Linn County for property located north of Echo Hill Road and west of Alburnett Road, 2580 Echo Hill Road (Emil J. Koval, as Trustee of the Emil J. Koval Revocable Trust).
Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding an extension of one year for sidewalk installation for properties located at 4110 McGowan Boulevard and 4225 Monarch Avenue (Dyer Family, LLC/James Dyer, owner).

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding an extension for sidewalk installation for property located at 5740 Woodbridge Crest until the 2000-2005 batch of letters are sent out, lots 10 – 15 years old (David Verhille, Hunters Ridge Development Company, owner).

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding an extension for sidewalk installation for property located along Indian Creek Road, Lot 23, Indian Creek Road First Addition (Gary Lange, owner).

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding an extension of one year for sidewalk installation for property located at 675 34th Avenue (Holli and Alfred Chan, owner).


Resolution No. 24655 setting a public hearing for July 9, 2015 amending Section 176.36, Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Marion Code of Ordinances to establish alternates to the existing five member Zoning Board of Adjustment (City Initiated).
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Resolution No. 24656 accepting a quit claim deed for Smithland Drive south of Echo Hill Road (Smithland Drive Owner’s Association, Inc.).

Resolution No. 24657 approving retainer agreements with City Attorney and Assistant City Attorneys for the period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016.


Resolution No. 24658 setting a public hearing date for July 23, 2015 regarding an amendment to the Urban Renewal Plan for the Central Corridor/Collins Road Extension Consolidated Urban Renewal Area.

Resolution No. 24659 approving one year contract renewal for the period July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 of Employee Assistance Program with Mercy EAP Services.


Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding the glacial erratic rock in Marion (Iowa Geological Survey).


Motion to receive and file May 2015 Departmental Reports.


Motion to approve the following Hold Harmless/Noise Waiver Agreement(s):


a. Hillview Drive Block Party, Saturday, July 4, 2015, 3:00 p.m. – 11 p.m. (Jill Cejka, 385 Hillview Drive).

b. Church Picnic and Concert, Lowe Park and Amphitheater, Sunday, August 9, 2015, 4:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. (Allie Lapointe, 232 24th Street Drive SE, Cedar Rapids).
All in favor of motion to approve the consent calendar, motion carried.
Moved by Spinks, seconded by AbouAssaly to approve Project Calendar for the 2015 35th Street and 29th Avenue Intersection Improvement Project, as follows:

a. Motion to retain the City Engineer as Project Engineer regarding the 2015 35th Street and 29th Avenue Intersection Improvement Project.
b. Resolution No. 24634 approving Resolution of Necessity regarding the 2015 35th Street and 29th Avenue Intersection Improvement Project.
c. Resolution No. 24635 ordering preparation of detailed plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 35th Street and 29th Avenue Intersection Improvement Project.
d. Resolution No. 24636 approving and adopting final plans, specifications, notice of hearing and letting, notice to bidders, form of contract, and estimate of cost regarding the 2015 35th Street and 29th Avenue Intersection Improvement Project.
Council Member Pazour spoke opposing the project.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and AbouAssaly.  Nays:  Pazour.  Motion carried.
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Moved by Spinks, seconded by AbouAssaly to approve the Project Calendar regarding Planning and Development Department payments as follows:

a. Resolution No. 24653 approving Payment No. 2 to Tallgrass Business Resources for services related to moving expenses for SFA, Inc., (707 7th Avenue) related to the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street in the amount of $1,011.15.
b. Resolution No. 24654 approving Payment No. 2 ($98.07) and Payment No. 3 ($884.11) to SFA, Inc., (707 7th Avenue) for moving expenses related to the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street in the amount of $982.18.
Council Member Pazour asked for a full accounting of the project including the cost of construction.  All in favor of motion to approve the Project Calendar, motion carried.

Moved by Pazour, seconded by AbouAssaly to receive and file and refer to the Planning and Zoning Commission:
c. Electric Specialty Manufacturing Preliminary Site Development Plan, Lot 2, Marion Enterprise Center Fourth Addition for property located south of Partners Avenue and west of Medco Drive (Electric Specialty Manufacturing, LLC.).

d. Electric Specialty Manufacturing Final Site Development Plan, Lot 2, Marion Enterprise Center Fourth Addition for property located south of Partners Avenue and west of Medco Drive (Electric Specialty Manufacturing, LLC).

Nick Glew, President of MEDCO, explained that Electric Specialty Manufacturing is a company that has been in the community for a number of years and are experiencing a lot of growth.  This will allow them to continue to grow in the community.  Council Member Pazour stated that they will be leaving the Marion Independent School District and moving their business to the Linn Mar Community School District.  Mr. Glew stated that they approached MEDCO with the desire to relocate.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that Electric Specialty Manufacturing does not own the buildings where they are currently located.  He noted that the buildings will still be providing taxes to the school district after this business relocates.  All in favor of motion to receive and file and refer to the Planning and Zoning Commission, motion carried.
Moved by Etzel, seconded by Pazour to approve the Consent Calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstention, as follows:
Motion to approve the following Cigarette Permit applications for Fiscal Year 2015-2016:  Casey’s General Store #2760, Casey’s General Store #2770, 
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Casey’s General Store #2919, Casey’s General Store #2924, Cocktails and Company, Dollar General Store #7226, Dollar General Store #7398, Fareway Stores, Inc. #949, Guppy’s on the Go, Hawkeye Convenience Store (2500 7th Avenue), Hawkeye Convenience Store (1010 East Post Road), Hometown Cash Advance, Hy-Vee Drugstore, Hy-Vee Food Store, Hy-Vee Gas, Kum & Go #503, Kum & Go #509, Kwik Stop, Murphy USA #7287, Road Ranger #5146, Smokin Joe’s #10, Walgreens #03876, Walmart #3630, Wrigleyville LLC. (CVS Pharmacy and the American Legion did not renew for fiscal year 2015-2016).


Resolution No. 24660 approving Partial Payment No.1 to Martin Gardner Architecture for Public Service Facility design services in the amount of $5,911.25.
Resolution No. 24661 approving Partial Payment No. 16 to Martin Gardner Architecture for professional services associated with the Downtown Revitalization Program in the amount of $760.00.
Vote: Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, and Bouska.  Nays: None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 24662 approving the carryover of certain items from FY 14-15 to FY 15-16 was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by AbouAssaly to approve Res. No. 24662.  Council Member Pazour asked for a staff report.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24663 approving the transfer of unexpended funds from the Unemployment Accounts to the Employee Benefits Fund for FY 14-15 was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Etzel to approve Res. No. 24663.  All in favor, motion carried.

Ordinance No. 15-14 amending Chapter 105 of the Solid Waste Ordinance and establishing base monthly collection fees at $14.00, reduced monthly fees at $9.00, and amending requirements for vacated premises effective July 1st, 2015 was read by AbouAssaly for final consideration.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Spinks to approve the third reading of Ord. No. 15-14.  All in favor, motion carried. 

Discussion regarding land donation from Waldo Morris:


City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained that Council Member Draper is ill tonight.  He asked Dwight Hogan to report on the proposed land donation.  Dwight Hogan, 1565 7th Avenue, explained that Council Member Draper asked him to look at the large rock on Mr. Morris’ property because Mr. Hogan has a degree in geology.  Mr. Hogan stated that they contacted the Iowa Geological Survey to get information on the rock.  The letter from the Iowa Geological Survey provides information regarding the rock.  The rock may be the largest exposed glacial erratic in eastern Iowa.  They felt the rock has 
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educational value.  Mr. Hogan explained the location of the rock.  Council Member Draper visited with Mr. Morris and Mr. Morris agreed to donate 7.398 acres off of Partners Avenue to the City for a City park.  The Park Board has agreed to accept the donation.  Mr. Hogan stated that there is a large crack that needs to be stabilized.  Mr. Hogan noted that a road and parking will have to be constructed.  Mr. Hogan stated that the report from the Iowa Geological Survey indicates the rock probably came from Minnesota during a glacial episode.  Mayor Bouska and the City Council thanked Mr. Morris for his generous donation to the City.  Mr. Morris presented a letter to the City Council regarding his land donation to the City of Marion.  Mr. Morris noted that Council Member Draper did a lot of work on this project.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn noted that this is the first City park east of Highway 13.  He noted that it will serve the employees of the Marion Commerce Park and the Marion Enterprise Center.  Mr. Pluckhahn explained that it could also serve as  trailhead for the Grant Wood Trail.  Council Member AbouAssaly asked about development of the park.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that the City will apply for a Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) grant in August that could provide up to $150,000.  In addition, the Local Option Sales Tax committee met last night to review a request to dedicate some local option sales tax funds for a match and development of the park.  Mr. Pluckhahn stated that they hope to have around $200,000 for the initial phase of development at the park.  Council Member AbouAssaly asked if the park will a natural park or a more manicured park.  Parks Director Mike Carolan stated that it would be a mix.  He stated that about 2.5 acres will be developed around the parking lot area and about 1.5 acres will be converted to prairie grass.  There will be a loop trail around the top of the pond.  He stated that the area around the pond will be left natural.  The pond is just under 4.5 acres.  Council Member Pazour asked where the peat bogs are located from this parcel.  Parks Director Mike Carolan stated that the peat bogs are south of this parcel.  Council Member Pazour noted that very old animal remains have been found in the peat bog area.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn state that they have discussed designating this a scientific or discovery trail because of the natural resources there that are unique to the area.  Kay Lammers, 2820 2nd Avenue, stated that she had a friend that did geocaching.  She said her friend noticed that rock and told her that it was from a glacier.  He told her the rock needs to be protected.  Mrs. Lammers stated that her friend passed away six weeks ago.  She noted that he would be happy to know that the rock is going to be protected.  
Moved by Pazour, seconded by Spinks directing staff to enter into discussions with property owner (Waldo Morris) regarding land donation for future city park.  All in favor, motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue 7th Street [STP–A–4775 (627) – –86–57].  City Engineer Dan Whitlow presented the staff report.  Mayor Bouska asked about the timing of the project.  City Engineer Whitlow responded that there is a late start date of April 11, 2016 and the contract provides for 120 working days.  Mayor Bouska asked about lane closures during construction.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow 
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responded that the plans provide for one eastbound and one westbound lane to remain open at all times during construction as well as access to all businesses.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Resolution No. 24664 accepting bids and awarding a contract to Ricklefs Excavating, LTD for the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue 7th Street [STP–A–4775 (627)–  –86–57] in the amount of $2,871,607.00 was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24664.  Greg Summeroth, owner of Country Kitchen, 699 7th Avenue, said their only concern is the timeframe.  He stated that he hopes the project would not start this fall and then be tore up all winter before it can be finished in the spring.  Council Member Spinks stated that he is excited about the start of the west end of the corridor.  He noted that 6th Avenue looks so nice.  Council Member Pazour expressed concern that truck traffic will damage the bricks on 6th Avenue.  Vote on Res. No. 24664:  Yeas: Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and AbouAssaly.  Nays:  Pazour.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding the 2015 Alburnett Widening Project.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Resolution No. 24665 accepting bids and awarding contract to Rathje Construction Company regarding the 2015 Alburnett Widening Project in the amount of $189,587.00 was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by AbouAssaly to approve Res. No. 24665.  All in favor, motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding the 2015 Storm Sewer Project.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Resolution No. 24666 accepting bids and awarding contract to Dave Schmitt Construction Co. Inc. regarding the 2015 Storm Sewer Project in the amount of $153,757.00 was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24666.  All in favor, motion carried.

Ordinance No. 15-16 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances to rezone properties located between the intersection of Winslow Road/Indian Creek Road and Silver Oak Trail, west of the roundabout at Lucore Road and Tower Terrace Road from Undesignated to R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential and from R-2, Medium Density Single Family Residential to R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential (City initiated) was read by AbouAssaly for second consideration.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Pazour to approve the second reading of Ord. No. 15-16.  All in favor, motion carried.
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Ordinance No. 15-17 amending the Marion Code of Ordinances to zone properties located on both sides of North 10th Street between Tower Terrace Road and Connection Avenue as A-1, Rural Restricted and R-1, Low Density Single Family Residential (City Initiated) was read by Pazour for second consideration.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Spinks to approve the second reading of Ord. No. 15-17.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24667 approving Marion Enterprise Center Fourth Addition Final Plat and Memorandum of Agreement for property located south of Partners Avenue and west of Medco Drive (Medco Holding Company) was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24667.  Vote: Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, and Bouska.  Nays: None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to the Urban Renewal Plan for the Central Corridor/Collins Road Extension Consolidated Urban Renewal Area.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Resolution No. 24668 approving an amendment to the Urban Renewal Plan for the Central Corridor/Collins Road Extension Consolidated Urban Renewal Area was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24668.  All in favor, motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding the approval of a development agreement with Genesis Equities, LLC, including tax increment financing.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  Kay Lammers, 2820 2nd Avenue, asked about the amount of the forgivable loan.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn responded that it is $1.75 million.  Mike Dooley, 3851 29th Avenue, asked how long the agreement lasts.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn responded that it is 15 years.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Resolution No. 24669 approving a development agreement with Genesis Equities, LLC, including tax increment financing was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24669.  Vote: Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, and Bouska. Nays: None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 24670 approving Memorandum of Agreement with the U.S. Census Bureau and approving a payment of $86,995.00 for a partial Special Census was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24670.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24671 approving an increase of the Urban Forest Utility fee from $2.00 to $2.25, effective July 1, 2015 was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24671.  Council Member Pazour stated that she objects to 
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the increase in the fee.  Parks Director Mike Carolan explained that the Parks Department prepared an Emerald Ash Borer readiness plan with the Tree Board last year.  He noted that the plan states that trees will not be removed unless they are stressed or damaged.  He explained that they will treat trees that the Tree Board considers to be significant trees.  Mayor Bouska noted that we are trying to build up funds to have available for treatment or removal of the damaged trees.  Vote on Res. No. 24671:  Yeas: Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and AbouAssaly.  Nays:  Pazour.  Motion carried.


Resolution No. 24672 approving employee benefit consulting services agreement with Arthur J. Gallagher & Co., in the amount of $15,000.00 was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24672.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.


Resolution No. 24673 of Support for Workforce Housing Application was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Etzel to approve Res. No. 24673.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  Council Member Pazour expressed concern with adequate parking for additional housing units in the Uptown.  Vote on Res. No. 24673:  Yeas: Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and AbouAssaly.  Nays:  Pazour.  Motion carried.
Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Spinks to receive and file correspondence regarding estate sales (Chuck Boquist, 3355 25th Avenue).  Council Member Spinks stated that the street was blocked during the estate sale.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that when someone holds a sale they should complete a hold harmless agreement.  He noted that the Police Department can be contacted if the street is blocked.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24674 approving pay for performance for City Manager was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24674.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Spinks to table Res. No. 24674 until all Council Members are present.  All in favor of motion to table Res. No. 24674, motion carried.


Moved by Pazour, seconded by Spinks to approve a Hold Harmless/Noise Waiver Agreement for a Carnival and Concert, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Saturday, August 29, 2015, 2:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (Renee Moravec, 4630 Snowgoose Court).  All in favor, motion carried.

Council Discussion Time:

Council Member Pazour congratulated CVS Pharmacy and the American Legion for not renewing their cigarette permits.  She noted that this is a step in the right direction for a healthy community.

Council Member Pazour congratulated Cary J. Hahn on being honored during the Freedom Festival.  
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Council Member Pazour asked about mosquito control in the detention basins.  Public Services Director Ryan Miller explained that the basins are treated once a month for mosquitoes.  


Council Member Pazour noted that Todd Dorman had an article in the Cedar Rapids Gazette this morning about Iowa’s Environmental Protection Commission vote to reverse a State law requiring builders to return four inches of topsoil to a finished construction site.  She stated that the City may need stronger regulations regarding topsoil.  

Council Member Spinks requested that a picture be taken of the Council and City Manager with the 2015 Healthy Iowa Award that was received today. 

Council Member Spinks noted that he is an amateur radio operator.  He explained that each year the amateur radio operators have an emergency preparedness field exercise.  He noted that this year the Field Day will be held in Hiawatha on June 27th and June 28th.  Governor Branstad also made a proclamation for Amateur Radio Field Week the week of June 22nd through June 28th.  Council Member Spinks read the proclamation.  

Council Member AbouAssaly thanked Mr. Morris for his donation of parkland to the City.  


Council Member AbouAssaly congratulated Dr. Katie Mulholland on her retirement from the Linn Mar Community School District.

Council Member AbouAssaly congratulated the City on the 2015 Healthy Iowa Award.  He noted that the City is receiving many awards.  Council Member AbouAssaly noted that if you are not positive about Marion you are not trying hard enough.  He noted the future is bright here.  He stated that the City is making an investment in the future of the community.  

Council Member AbouAssaly noted that there have been comments about businesses moving from one school district to another school district.  He noted that the businesses are moving from one parcel where they have met their maximum potential and moving to another parcel to expand their businesses.  The original parcels are being redeveloped to a higher use with much higher tax income potential that will benefit the school district.  


Council Member AbouAssaly asked that staff follow up on the comments by Catrena Vargason regarding 29th Avenue.  He asked if staff follows up on concerns that are expressed at the City Council meetings.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that Assistant to the City Manager Amanda Kaufman provides a status report in the monthly reports that are distributed to the Council.  Mr. Pluckhahn also noted that there is a smartphone application that can be downloaded to report concerns to the City.  

City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that he and Assistant to the City Manager Amanda Kaufman went to Des Moines today for a signing ceremony with Governor Branstad, Representative Ken Rizer, and Senator Liz Mathis.  The Governor signed into law House File 544 which was sponsored by Representative Rizer.  It removes a significant impediment for the development of a plasma power based project in Marion.  It passed 96-0 in the House and 46-2 in the Senate.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn thanked Representative Rizer and Senator Mathis for their efforts.
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Council Member Spinks noted that there was an article in the Cedar Rapids Gazette regarding the branding.  Assistant to the City Manager Amanda Kaufman provided a staff report on the project.  The Brand Leadership Team is meeting twice a month and are working on prioritization.  Council Member Spinks stated that the City has great employees and that is why we are so successful.

Mayor Bouska thanked Mr. Morris for his donation to the City.  He noted that Mr. Morris was also an aviator.  Mayor Bouska noted that he is trying to get some World War II trainers to fly over during the Swamp Fox Festival parade.  He noted that we also plan to honor the World War II veterans during the Festival.

The motion to adjourn to closed session regarding personnel matters as permitted under Section 21.5(1)(i) of the Code of Iowa was not brought to the table since there was not a full Council present.

Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 6:50 p.m.





















____________________________








Snooks Bouska, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk

