








July 9, 2015

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, July 9, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, and AbouAssaly.  Absent:  Crawford and Draper.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council observed a moment of silence.

Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:

Ken Spence, 1020 17th Street, stated that he is interested in purchasing the two City owned homes at the intersection of 29th Avenue and 35th Street.  He noted that he submitted a proposal to the Building Department.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn noted that the City Council received and filed the site plan and purchase agreement at the Council meeting on Tuesday.
Resolution No. 24705 approving a 28E agreement between the City of Marion and the City of Hiawatha for Police Services was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24705.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained that this will allow the Police Department to assist the Hiawatha Police Department during RAGBRAI.  All in favor, motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding the 2015 Sidewalk Assessment Project.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Resolution No. 24701 accepting bids and awarding contract to Midwest Concrete regarding the 2015 Sidewalk Assessment Project in the amount of $79,387.30 was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24701.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24702 approving contract and bond with Ricklefs Excavating, LTD regarding the Central Corridor Complete Streets and Capacity Improvements, Roundabout at 7th Avenue and 7th Street, STP-A-4775(627)--86-57 was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24702.  All in favor except Pazour, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24703 approving contract and bond with Rathje Construction Company regarding the 2015 Alburnett Road Widening Project was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24703.  Council Member Spinks asked how many projects Rathje Construction is contracted to do for the City this year.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow explained that this project has a late start date of April 2016.  All in favor, motion carried.
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Resolution No. 24704 approving contract and bond with Dave Schmitt Construction Co. Inc. regarding the 2015 Storm Sewer Project was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24704.  Council Member Spinks asked for a staff report.  City Engineer Dan Whitlow presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24706 adopting the Indian Creek Watershed Management Plan was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24706.  
Council Member Etzel left the Council Chambers at 5:41 p.m.

Vote on Res. No. 24706:  Yeas:  Pazour, Spinks, Bouska, and AbouAssaly.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Etzel.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding an amendment to Section 176.36, Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Marion Code of Ordinances to establish alternates to the existing five member Zoning Board of Adjustment. City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented that staff report.  Ken Spence, 1020 17th Street, spoke in favor of the amendment.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed. 

Ordinance No. 15-19 amending Section 176.36, Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Marion Code of Ordinances to establish alternates to the existing five member Zoning Board of Adjustment (City Initiated) was read by AbouAssaly for initial consideration.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Spinks to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-19.  
Council Member Etzel returned to the Council Chambers at 5:44 p.m.

All in favor of motion to approve the first reading of Ord. No. 15-19, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24674 approving contract amendments and pay for performance for the City Manager (Tabled at the 06/18/15 meeting) was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24674.  Council Member Pazour spoke against the pay increase.  She stated that the public safety employees should receive the increase.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn stated that he did not receive a pay increase last year.  Mr. Pluckhahn also explained the step increases in the public safety union contracts.  Council Member Spinks spoke in favor of the pay increase.  He stated that the City has made great improvements in the past eight years.  Council Member Spinks explained that the leadership of the City Manager is the reason that many great things are happening in Marion.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and AbouAssaly.  Nays:  Pazour.  Motion carried.
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Council Discussion Time:

Council Member Pazour stated that she heard Emmert Manufacturing is moving out of Marion.  

Council Member Pazour explained that the residents of 1st Avenue are unhappy that the project on 1st Avenue has not been completed and the contractor has moved to the 8th Avenue project. 


Council Member AbouAssaly noted that the Uptown Marion fundraiser, Eat, Drink, & be Marion has been oversold.  He noted that people were calling all day trying to buy tickets.  He stated that this is an endorsement of things that are happening in Marion.  He noted that the majority of people are excited about the direction Marion is going.  

Mayor Bouska noted that there were no American flags on 7th Avenue for Memorial Day or July 4th.  He stated that he hopes that some of the money from the Uptown Marion fundraiser is used to purchase flags.
Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 5:51 p.m.





















____________________________








Snooks Bouska, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk

