








September 3, 2015

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, Thursday, September 3, 2015, at 5:30 p.m. in the council chambers of City Hall with Mayor Bouska presiding and the following council members present:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Crawford, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Absent:  None.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council observed a moment of silence.

Mayor Bouska read a proclamation for Constitution Week.  Constitution Week is September 17th through September 23rd.  Mayor Bouska presented the proclamation to a representative of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
Citizen’s presentations, comments and/or petitions:

Jeanne Matthews, 770 11th Street, stated that she was upset with comments posted on certain social media sites regarding City staff and the City Manager.  Ms. Matthews’ noted that there are people in this room spreading rumors, misinformation, or simply lying.  She noted that at a recent City Council meeting a Council Member accused the City Manager of purchasing property without the approval of City Council.  Ms. Matthews noted that not only was the City Council Member incorrect in her accusations, she had voted in the affirmative to approve the purchase of the property as referenced by Resolution No. 23982 and Resolution No. 24050.   Ms. Matthews stated that Council Members are accountable to the community for telling the truth.  She asked the Council Member to remember what she voted for, why she voted for it, and to stand behind her vote.  Ms. Matthews noted that the City Manager’s spending authority is $10,000.  Purchases above that amount must be voted on by the City Council.  The Council makes decisions regarding purchase of property, entering into contracts, and budget decisions.  Ms. Matthews explained that the City Council also approved the airport purchase.  If citizens are upset regarding the purchase of the airport they should contact their Council representative.  Ms. Matthews explained that there is not a design for the Library project yet, so therefore there is not a budget for the library project yet.  She noted that there have been many meetings over an extensive time period and will be many more meetings regarding the project so citizens will have the opportunity to be engaged in the future of the Marion Public Library.  The Library has a smart, articulate, well-educated Board of Directors that have guided the project to this point.  Ms. Matthews noted that comments have been made at the Council meeting regarding the amount of the City’s debt.  She suggested that for a comparison with other cities that citizens go to the website: debtreportingiowa.com.  She noted that Marion has $56,500,000 in outstanding debt which is $1,625 per capita.  She reviewed the debt of other similar size cities.  The City of Cedar Rapids has $3,530 per capita.  Ms. Matthews stated that this bullying and harassment of City staff must stop.  

Susan Kling, 2790 Brandon Court, was present representing the Library Board of Trustees.  She noted that at a special Board meeting on August 26th, the Library Board decided to put the Library issue to a vote in a special election next March or May.  She noted that the Marion Times and Cedar Rapids Gazette have been providing information regarding the Library project.  Ms. Kling also noted that John Clemens, President of the Library Board, submitted an letter to the Gazette that was published on 
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Tuesday correcting the inaccuracies that a previous guest Gazette editorial made regarding the Library project.  The first of three public design charrettes was held last night.  She noted that there will be two more meetings – one on September 30th and one on October 29th.  

Larry Sankey, 1580 3rd Avenue, stated that dump trucks are dumping material in the back of Hanna Park.  He asked why this material is not being recycled.  Mr. Sankey asked who is going to pay for the City debt.  He stated that the City should stop spending money until the debt is paid off.  Public Services Director Ryan Miller stated that all the material at the Hanna Park dump site will be recycled.

John Nieland, 1390 48th Street, commended Ms. Matthews for bringing the facts forward.  He noted that she is absolutely correct on everything.  He noted, however, that it is inaccurate that the citizens of Marion are well informed.  He stated that people in the City are not getting the information.  He noted that there was an article today in the Gazette about spending $19,000 on Fitbits for staff.  He stated that there should be an incentive to buy into the program.  Mr. Nieland also suggested that a 4-way stop be installed at the intersection of 29th Avenue and 35th Street before the roundabout is constructed in April 2016.  He requested that the City Council direct the City Manager to have staff install the stop signs.  

Priscilla Steele, 1064 7th Avenue, noted that she has been a resident and business owner in the Uptown for the past 24 years.  She stated that both her and her husband are excited about the progressive changes proposed for Uptown Marion.  She suggested that the City Manager provide the rationale behind the proposed mixed use library facility.  She stated that she has found it to be very helpful to get information from the leader of our City.  She noted that learning about the rationale for the mixed use project could be very helpful to the citizens.  

Conrad Ramsey, 2835 26th Avenue, noted that he has been a business owner in Marion for the past 4 ½ years.  He noted he has lived here for 28 years and still works at Rockwell Collins.  Marion is a growing, vibrant community where people want to live.  He noted that Marion needs an Uptown district to support the residential growth.  Mr. Ramsey explained that the more businesses that are in the City the more taxes the City receives.  He noted that the revenue from the businesses will help keep the costs under control.  Mr. Ramsey noted that the traffic has increased from the residential growth.  He noted that the City is going the right way with the improvements that will allow for a larger business district to exist and that business district will pay the taxes and reduce the City debt.  Mr. Ramsey explained that sometimes you have to spend money to make money.  Mr. Ramsey stated that he is expanding and remodeling his business and that it is costing him money.  He explained that it will be a number of years before he gets his return on the investment but you have to think to the future.  Mr. Ramsey asked the Council to think about Marion’s future; you can’t think short term and succeed.  

Brent Oleson, 6751 Arrow Point Court, stated that he is in public service also and it can be difficult at times to deal with difficult people.  He noted that some people don’t want to know the facts.  He explained that he has worked with the members of the Marion City Council.  He noted that we don’t always agree but we can talk to each other as colleagues.  Mr. Oleson stated that for the past 6.5 years we have an invaluable asset in Marion in our City Manager.  Mr. Oleson stated that he is probably the best City Manager in the State of Iowa.  He explained that he has worked with him as a member 
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of the Board of Supervisors and any City would love to have him.  He suggested that the citizens that throw the rocks should come with facts.  Mr. Oleson stated that he disagrees with the comment that the citizens of Marion are not well informed.  They are well informed.  You just don’t like what they are informed about.  The citizens are a progressive bunch that wants the City to grow and be better.

Gary Lange, 1180 Indian Creek Road, stated that he would like to make comments about installation of sidewalk at his property.  Mayor Bouska asked that he wait to make comments until later in the agenda.
Mayor’s comments:

Mayor Bouska stated that he is proud of the fact that he allows open discussion.  He noted that this is a democracy.  He noted often citizens don’t understand how the Council meetings work.  Mayor Bouska explained that citizens are often reluctant to speak but they do have something important to say.  He stated that he wants citizens to be able to speak either for or against an issue.  He noted that we want open discussion but we ask that the speaker be civil.
Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve the Consent Calendar, as follows, removing Resolution No. 24801 from the consent calendar for separate consideration, and per Council Member AbouAssaly’s request moving Resolution No. 24802 to the consent calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstaining:

Motion to approve minutes of the August 18, 19 and 20, 2015 City Council meetings.


Motion to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $366,078.80.

Motion to approve the following liquor license applications:


a. Renewal application for a Class E Liquor License with additional privilege for Sunday Sales for Fauser Oil Company, Inc., dba Guppy’s on the Go (680 Lindale Drive).  Expiration 09/30/15.  One violation in previous five years.


Resolution No. 24787 accepting waiver of hearing and consent to penalty (Tobacco Violation) and imposing the penalties established in Section 453A.22(2)(a) of the Code of Iowa (Road Ranger #5146).


Resolution No. 24788 approving the establishing of financial funds for the use of the City Finance Department.

Resolution No. 24789 approving Annual Street Finance Report for the year ended June 30, 2015.

Motion to receive and file revised Certified List for Entry-level Police Officer.
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Resolution No. 24790 setting a public hearing for September 17, 2015 regarding proposed pole attachment locations between the City of Marion and Verizon Wireless.

Resolution No. 24791 approving payment to Streicher’s Police Equipment for police body armor in the amount of $30,195.00.


Resolution No. 24792 approving Partial Payment No. 3 to Confluence for professional services regarding the City of Marion Park System Master Plan in the amount of $7,000.00.


Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payments as follows:


a. Resolution No. 24793 approving Partial Payment No. 3 to Anderson Bogert Engineers for engineering design services regarding the Armar Drive Extension Project in the amount of $2,411.00.

b. Resolution No. 24794 approving Partial Payment No. 2 to Rathje Construction Co. regarding the 2015 10th Street Reconstruction Project in the amount of $138,910.38.


Resolution No. 24795 approving contract and bond with Trey Electric Corp. regarding the Hwy 151/13 Signal Advanced Warning Device Project.


Resolution No. 24796 accepting the 2015 13th Street HMA Project.


Resolution No. 24797 accepting payment of 35th Avenue Sanitary Sewer Project hookup fees from E. McGlynn and K. Thompson of 999 Eastview Avenue in the amount of $1,431.79.


Resolution No. 24798 approving Change Order No. 1 with Municipal Pipe Tool Co. regarding the 2015 Sanitary Sewer Sliplining Project in the amount of $11,162.65.

Motion to receive and file and refer to the Planning and Zoning Commission:

a. Eagle Ridge Park Fifth Addition Final Plat submitted by Eagle Ridge, LLC, for property located south of Kacena Avenue and west of Red Fox Way.

b. Blairs Ferry Senior Apartments Final Site Development Plan submitted by John Sullivan, Blairs Ferry Senior Apartments, LP, for the property located at 830 Blairs Ferry Road.

Motion to receive and file request to vacate a 10’ utility easement at 830 Blairs Ferry Road (Blairs Ferry Senior Apartments, L.P. / Larry James Jr. of Faegre Baker Daniels, LLP).







Page 5, September 3, 2015

Resolution No. 24799 approving request to vacate a 10’ utility easement located at 830 Blairs Ferry Road (Blairs Ferry Senior Apartments, L.P. / Larry James Jr. of Faegre Baker Daniels, LLP).


Resolution No. 24800 setting a public hearing for October 8, 2015 regarding an amendment to the Marion Commerce Corridor urban renewal plan.

Resolution No. 24803 authorizing deferred compensation agreement (Ryan J. Steffen).

Motion to receive and file revised Personnel Policy No. 2.5 regarding vacation.

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding 29th Avenue and 35th Street intersection and the new Library project (Robert McBride, 3505 English Glen Avenue, Unit #348).

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding the new Marion Library Project (Don and Verna Klostermann, 120 Alburnett Road, Tom Bullis, 2233 3rd Avenue, and Brenda Carlson, 721 30th Street SE, Cedar Rapids).

Motion to receive and file correspondence regarding the concerns and questions regarding the mixed-used library project (Doug Raber, Library Director, 1225 6th Avenue).


Motion to approve the following Hold Harmless/Noise Waiver Agreement(s):


a. Block Party, 5460 21st Avenue, September 5, 2015, 12:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. (Tim Heim, 5460 21st Avenue).

b. Super Hero Walk, Lowe Park, October 17, 2015 7:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Molly Gansen, 3516 Center Point Road NE, Cedar Rapids).

c. Memorial Celebration, Hanna Park, September 19, 2015, 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. (Kristine Bowers, 2008 29th Street NW, Cedar Rapids).
All in favor of motion to approve the consent calendar, motion carried.
Resolution No. 24801 resetting a public hearing for October 8, 2015 at which it is proposed to approve a revised development agreement with Capital Commercial Division, LLC, including annual appropriation tax increment payments was read by Bouska.  Moved by Bouska, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24801.  Steve Stefani, 4361 Fox Meadow Drive SE, Cedar Rapids, updated Council on the 1204 7th Avenue project.  He stated that the roof trusses are being installed.  He noted that the concrete will be sawed and the thin set will be removed.  Mr. Stefani stated that they will be going back to the original plans and setting the full size stone and brick.  The concrete will then be reestablished.  Mr. Stefani stated that he is grateful for the time Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne, Assistant Building Director Gary 








Page 6, September 3, 2015

Hansen, and City Manager Lon Pluckhahn have spent helping him work through the project.  Council Member AbouAssaly thanked Mr. Stefani for taking the extra steps.  All in favor, motion carried.


Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve the Consent Calendar with Council Member AbouAssaly abstention, as follows:


Motion to approve the following liquor license application:


a. Renewal application for a Class E Liquor License with additional privileges for Carryout Wine, Carryout Beer, and Sunday Sales for Iowa CVS Pharmacy, LLC, dba CVS/pharmacy #10032 (3495 7th Avenue).  Expiration 10/13/15.  No violations in previous five years.

Resolution No. 24804 approving Partial Payment No. 5 to Martin Gardner Architecture for Public Service Facility design services in the amount of $1,150.00.

Motion to approve Project Calendar regarding Engineering Department payments as follows:

a. Resolution No. 24805 approving Partial Payment No. 3 to L.L. Pelling Co., Inc. regarding the 2015 HMA Resurfacing Project in the amount of $282,820.74.
b. Resolution No. 24806 approving Partial Payment No. 1 to Midwest Concrete regarding the 2015 Sidewalk Assessment Project in the amount of $76,817.29.
c. Resolution No. 24807 approving Partial Payment No. 1 to Genesis Equities, LLC per Resolution No. 24763 regarding the construction of the Central Corridor Project (26th St to 31st St – Stage I) in the amount of $10,858.31.

Resolution No. 24808 setting a public hearing for October 8, 2015 at which it is proposed to approve a development agreement with Abode Construction Inc., for the construction of a new facility for APC Emmert Metal Fabricators, including annual appropriation tax increment payments in an amount not to exceed $1,750,000.00.

Resolution No. 24809 setting a public hearing for October 8, 2015 at which it is proposed to approve a development agreement with Abode Construction Inc., for the construction of a new facility for Klingler Painting and Decorating, including annual appropriation tax increment payments in an amount not to exceed $1,750,000.00.
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Resolution No. 24810 approving Partial Payment No. 20 to Martin Gardner Architecture for professional services with the downtown revitalization project in the amount of $1,525.00.

Resolution No. 24802 setting a public hearing for October 8, 2015 at which it is proposed to approve a development agreement with Marion Iron Co., including annual appropriation tax increment payments in an amount not to exceed $3,600,000.00. 

Vote:  Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.


Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve renewal application for a Class C Liquor License with additional privilege for Sunday Sales for Omega, Inc., dba VIP Lounge (648 8th Street).  Expiration 09/30/15.  One violation in previous five years.  Council Member Draper stated that he has a conflict of interest and will abstain.  Vote:  Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, and Crawford.  Nays:  None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly and Draper.  Motion carried.


Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding the Master Lease and Pole Attachment Agreement between the City of Marion and Verizon Wireless.  Public Services Director Ryan Miller presented the staff report.  Council Member AbouAssaly asked about the number of potential locations.  Mr. Miller responded that there are nine locations proposed for 2015 which Council will consider at the next Council meeting.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Resolution No. 24811 approving the Master Lease and Pole Attachment Agreement between the City of Marion and Verizon Wireless was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24811.  All in favor, motion carried.

Ordinance No. 15-20 amending Chapter 99 of the Code of Ordinances and establishing domestic user charges for all users less than 60,000 gallons per month, increasing monthly sanitary sewer user charges from $1.95 to $2.30, and reducing monthly service fees to $8.00 was read by AbouAssaly for second consideration.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Pazour to approve the second reading of Ord. No. 15-20.  Public Services Director Ryan Miller presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Pazour, seconded by Draper to suspend the rules and place Ord. No. 15-20 on the agenda for adoption and to adopt Ord. No. 15-20.  All in favor, motion carried.  

Ordinance No. 15-21 amending Chapter 130 of the Code of Ordinances relating to Pawn Brokers and Dealers in used articles and items purchased or taken in trade and 
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providing penalties was read by Draper for second consideration.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve the second reading of Ord. 15-21.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to suspend the rules and place Ord. No. 15-21 on the agenda for adoption and to adopt Ord. No. 15-21.  All in favor, motion carried.  

Resolution No. 24812 approving the establishment of a “No Parking” zone on the south side of Second Avenue from 27th Street to 31st Street was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24812.  Assistant City Engineer Darin Andresen stated that Council requested that TAC review removal of parking on 2nd Avenue from 27th Street to 31st Street after No  Parking was added from School Street to 27th Street.  TAC has reviewed the request and since City Council has shown support for removal of parking on one side of the street, TAC recommended approval.  Mr. Andresen stated that comments were received from the following residents opposing the establishment of the “No Parking” zone:  Nancy and Ray Easley, 2765 2nd Avenue, William and Sandra Chandler, 2940 2nd Avenue, Katie Hayes, 2845 2nd Avenue, Andy Neal, 3020 2nd Avenue, Laura Wheat, 3025 2nd Avenue, and Coleen Junge, 2925 2nd Avenue.  Mr. Andresen did note as a matter of full disclosure that Coleen Junge is his mother.  Public Services Director Ryan Miller stated that they have not had any direct issues with solid waste pickup in this area.  Fire Chief Deb Krebill stated that they have not had any direct issues with emergency response in this area.  She noted they do prefer parking on just one side.  Council Member Pazour stated that she received a request from a citizen wishing to have parking removed from one side of the street.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn noted that staff normally supports parking on one side of the street so that there is access for emergency vehicles at all times.  He noted that in new subdivisions the City only allows parking on one side of the street.  He explained that if someone has an issue in an existing neighborhood that they are reviewed on a case by case basis.  Council Member Crawford explained the Council has indicated that are supportive of parking on one side of the street.  However, if any citizens speak against the removal of parking, Council backs down and votes against what Council said they are supportive of.  Council Member Crawford noted that this is a narrow street and that even if it hasn’t been an issue for emergency vehicles, snow plows, and garbage trucks, it could be in the future.  Council Member Pazour noted that children don’t walk to school anymore and the area is quite congested. Raymond Easley, 2765 2nd Avenue, spoke opposing the establishment of “No Parking”.  He noted that the speed on the street increases during the day when not as many cars are parked on the street.  He suggested parking on one side Monday through Friday during school hours. He noted that would help the school bus drivers.  Mr. Easley also noted that most homes just have a one stall garage so they don’t have room to park.  Council Member Etzel asked for TAC’s recommendation.  Assistant City Engineer Darin Andresen stated that TAC is supportive of parking on one side of the street.  Dana Ditzenberger, 2760 2nd Avenue, stated that he has been a resident there for 30 years.  He noted that the parking has not been an issue.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Crawford.  Nays:  Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Motion failed.  
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Resolution No. 24813 approving Prairie Trail First Addition Final Plat and Memorandum of Agreement for property located south of Echo Hill Road and west of Alburnett Road (Midwest Development, Co.) was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24813.  Vote:  Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 24814 approving Bowman Woods Unit 36 Addition Final Plat and Memorandum of Agreement for property located south of East Robins Road and west of Brookfield Drive (Midwest Development, Co.) was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Draper to approve Res. No. 24814.  Vote:  Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.


Resolution No. 24815 approving The Arbor at Lindale Trail Final Site Development Plan for property located north of Blairs Ferry Road and west of Lindale Drive (1362 Blairs Ferry Road) (Full Circle Communities, Inc.) was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by AbouAssaly to approve Res. No. 24815.  All in favor, motion carried.

Council Member Spinks asked if the developer of The Arbor at Lindale Trail could add a canopy from the parking lot to the building.  Lindsey Haines, Project Manager for Full Circle Communities Inc., 310 South Peoria Street, Chicago, Illinois, stated that there is not an overhang.  She stated that they had to pick and choose from the list of amenities.  She noted that they are installing security cameras for the entire site, landscape island in the parking lot, and providing a walking trail.  Council Member Spinks stated that the entrance looks small for the size of the building.  Council Member AbouAssaly thanked Ms. Haines for doing the project in Marion.  Council Member AbouAssaly agreed with Council Member Spinks that the entrance looks small. 
Resolution No. 24816 approving Country Club Estates Tenth Addition Final Plat and Memorandum of Agreement for property located west of Irish Drive on both sides of Bent Creek Drive and West Williams Drive (CCE, LLC) was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24816.  All in favor, motion carried.

Mayor Bouska opened a public hearing regarding Country Club Estates Twelfth Addition Preliminary Site Development Plan for property previously known as Lots 7-12 of Country Club Estates Seventh Addition along Bent Creek Drive.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne presented the staff report.  No other comments, written or verbal, were received.  Mayor Bouska declared the public hearing closed.

Resolution No. 24817 approving Country Club Estates Twelfth Addition Preliminary Site Development Plan for property previously known as Lots 7-12 of Country Club Estates Seventh Addition along Bent Creek Drive (Jerry’s Homes, Inc.) was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24817.  Council Member Spinks asked about the home plans.  Drew Retz, 305 5th Street East, Newhall, Vice President of Jerry’s Homes, Inc., reviewed the plans for the homes.  All in favor, motion carried.
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Resolution No. 24818 approving Country Club Estates Twelfth Addition Final Site Development Plan for property previously known as Lots 7-12 of Country Club Estates Seventh Addition along Bent Creek Drive (Jerry’s Homes, Inc.) was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Draper to approve Res. No. 24818.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24819 approving Country Club Estates Twelfth Addition Final Plat and Memorandum of Agreement for property previously known as Lots 7-12 of Country Club Estates Seventh Addition along Bent Creek Drive (Jerry’s Homes, Inc.) was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24819.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Spinks, seconded by Pazour to receive and file a request to waive Subdivision Ordinance requirements to allow the issuance of five (5) building permits within Gemstone Estates Second Addition (Morris Wood Enterprises, LLC).   Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.
Resolution No. 24820 approving waiver of the Subdivision Requirements to allow the issuance of five (5) additional building permits prior to approval of Gemstone Estates Second Addition Final Plat (Morris Wood Enterprises, LLC) was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24820.  Vote:  Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 24821 approving deferral of sidewalk installation for property located at 2070 Timber Oak Court, Lot 55, Bowman Ridge East Third Addition (Midwest Development Company) was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24821.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne and Assistant Planning and Development Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  Vote:  Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 24822 approving deferral of sidewalk installation for properties located at 3041-3093 & 3060-3098 Duckhorn Cove, Lots 19-26 and 35-38, Hunters Ridge Golf Club Sixth Addition (Midwest Development Company) was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24822.  Assistant Planning and Development Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  Vote:  Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 24823 approving resolution of necessity regarding installation of sidewalk along the east side of property located at 5690 and 5700 Lucore Road, Lots 17 and 18, Hunters Ridge Golf Club Sixth Addition, deferring sidewalk installation along north side of lot 18 (Midwest Development Company) was read by Etzel.  Moved by 
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Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24823.  Assistant Planning and Development Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  Vote:  Yeas: Pazour, Etzel, Spinks, Bouska, Crawford and Draper.  Nays:  None.  Abstention: AbouAssaly.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 24824 approving resolution of necessity regarding installation of sidewalk located at 4110 McGowan Boulevard, Lot 127, Windemere Heights Sixth Addition (Dyer Family, LLC/James Dyer) was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Etzel to approve Res. No. 24824.  Assistant Planning and Development Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  Jim Dyer, 5020 Mohawk Avenue, requested to defer installation of the sidewalk.  Council discussed Mr. Dyer’s request.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Draper to amend the motion to change the date required to have the sidewalk installed from June 1, 2016 to October 1, 2016.  All in favor of the amendment to Res. No. 24824, motion carried.  All in favor of Res. No. 24824 as amended, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24825 approving resolution of necessity regarding installation of sidewalk located at 4225 Monarch Avenue, Lot 209, Windemere Heights Tenth Addition (Dyer Family, LLC/James Dyer) was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No.  24825.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to amend the motion to change the date required to have the sidewalk installed from June 1, 2016 to October 1, 2016.  All in favor of the amendment to Res. No. 24825, motion carried.  All in favor of Res. No. 24825 as amended, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24826 approving resolution of necessity regarding installation of sidewalk located at 5740 Woodbridge Crest, Lot 310, Hunters Ridge Golf Club Ninth Addition (David Verhille, Hunters Ridge Development Company, LC) was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24826.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Draper to amend the motion to change the date required to have the sidewalk installed from June 1, 2016 to October 1, 2016.  All in favor of the amendment to Res. No. 24826, motion carried.  All in favor of Res. No. 24826 as amended, motion carried.


Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to amend Resolutions No. 24827, 24828, 24829, 24830, and 24831 to change the date for installation of the sidewalks from June 1, 2016 to October 1, 2016.  All in favor of amending Resolutions No. 24827, 24828, 24829, 24830, and 24831, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24827 approving resolution of necessity regarding installation of sidewalk located along Indian Creek Road, Lot 23, Indian Creek Road First Addition (Gary Lange) was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24827.  Assistant Planning and Development Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  Gary Lange, 1180 Indian Creek Road, explained that he would like to defer installation of the sidewalk.  He plans to sell the lot after Alliant cleans up their 
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property adjacent to this lot.  Comments were heard from Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne, Public Services Director Ryan Miller, and Parks Director Mike Carolan.  This Resolution was amended earlier in the meeting to change the date for installation of the sidewalk from June 1, 2016 to October 1, 2016.  All in favor of Res. No. 24827 as amended, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24828 approving resolution of necessity regarding installation of sidewalk located at 675 34th Avenue, Lot 5, Stonefield First Addition (Holli and Alfred Chan) was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24828.  Assistant Planning and Development Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  Holli Chan, 705 34th Avenue, explained that they are planning to sell the lot.  This Resolution was amended earlier in the meeting to change the date for installation of the sidewalk from June 1, 2016 to October 1, 2016.  All in favor of Res. No. 24828 as amended, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24829 approving resolution of necessity regarding installation of sidewalks located at 2090 and 2350 Indian Creek Road, Lots 6 and 8, Indian Creek Road Second Addition (JD Schlotterback) was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24829.  Comments were heard from Jeff Busse, 6718 Cottage Hill Lane NE, Cedar Rapids, regarding the history of the property.  He requested that the requirement to install the sidewalk be waived.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne stated that the City may need one lot to access the property that was donated to the City by Mr. John Schlotterback and Mr. Lavern Busse.  This Resolution was amended earlier in the meeting to change the date for installation of the sidewalk from June 1, 2016 to October 1, 2016.  All in favor of Res. No. 24829 as amended, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24830 approving resolution of necessity regarding installation of sidewalk located at 1960 Indian Creek Road, Lot 5, Indian Creek Road Second Addition (Ryan Webster) was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24830.  This Resolution was amended earlier in the meeting to change the date for installation of the sidewalk from June 1, 2016 to October 1, 2016.  All in favor of Res. No. 24830 as amended, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24831 approving resolution of necessity regarding installation of sidewalk located at 2101 Agate Street, Lot 1, Rolling Hill Estates Third Addition (Kevin and Stacey Klostermann) was read by Crawford.  Moved by Crawford, seconded by Spinks to approve Res. No. 24831.  Assistant Planning and Development Director Dave Hockett presented the staff report.  This Resolution was amended earlier in the meeting to change the date for installation of the sidewalk from June 1, 2016 to October 1, 2016.  All in favor of Res. No. 24831 as amended, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24832 designating Road Use Tax Funds for the local share of 29th Avenue/35th Street Improvement Project costs was read by AbouAssaly.  Moved by AbouAssaly, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24832.  Council Member 
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Pazour asked if Council would like to try a four way stop at this location until the roundabout is constructed next April.  Assistant City Engineer Darin Andresen stated that the construction of the roundabout is actually going to start soon, not the spring of 2016.  Council Member Spinks stated that the project will be funded by Road Use Tax.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24833 approving a contract with Iowa DOT regarding the Marion Airport Improvement Project was read by Draper.  Moved by Draper, seconded by Pazour to approve Res. No. 24833.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24834 approving payment to Fitbit in the amount of $19,192.50 for the purchase of 150 Fitbit fitness tracking devices, associated with the employee well-being program was read by Etzel.  Moved by Etzel, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24834.  Council Member Pazour stated that she is opposed unless everyone in the Blue Zones program has the opportunity to have a Fitbit.  She stated that this is not what taxpayers want their tax money spent on.  Council Member Spinks stated that many companies are doing this now because it saves the company money on their health insurance.  He noted that the employees are very important to the City.  Council Member AbouAssaly stated that he has done research so that he could make an informed decision.  The City is an employer and needs to have a healthy workforce.  The City needs to reduce healthcare costs over the long term.  He explained that all major corporations have wellness programs because they reduce healthcare costs.  Council Member AbouAssaly stated that one City is allowing employees to check out a fitness device for 30 days and then purchase them if they like the device.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn presented the staff report.  He noted that the City will own the device.  If the employee leaves employment they will have to return the device.  He noted that it is similar to issuing safety equipment or uniforms.  Police Captain Doug Slagle explained that he did a lot of research on which model of fitness tracker to purchase.  Council discussed the purchase of the fitness devices.  Planning and Development Director Tom Treharne stated that the City has an 83% participation in the program this first year.  He explained the requirements of the program to receive the benefits.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained that the City of Cedar Rapids is also considering the purchase of fitness trackers.  Council Member Etzel stated that she feels this is a win/win situation.  She noted that it will reduce healthcare costs, increase fitness, and improve morale.  Council Member Pazour stated that she has received negative comments regarding the purchase of the fitness trackers.  Council Member Crawford stated that this is a way to cut healthcare costs.  Mayor Bouska asked if the healthcare costs can be reduced in other ways.  Mayor Bouska suggested that department heads monitor their employees fitness.  He said the management can monitor their employee’s health.  Mayor Bouska noted that staff has indicated that it may be three or four years before the City sees lower healthcare costs as a result of the wellness program.  Mayor Bouska suggested that the $20,000 be spent on roads where there is an immediate benefit.  City Manager Lon Pluckhahn explained that it would illegal to use employee benefit funds on road use projects.   Council Member Crawford stated that the City is doing this to lower taxes.  Council Member Draper explained that he has had 
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huge bills for his heart condition.  He noted that if we detect a condition or disease early we can save on healthcare costs.  Council Member Spinks stated that you need to invest in the employees.  John Nieland, 1390 48th Street, asked if employees are going to remember to wear the Fitbits and if they are going to need help from the IT department to use them.  Council Member Pazour called the question.  Roll Call:  Yeas:  Etzel, Spinks, Crawford, AbouAssaly, and Draper.  Nays:  Bouska and Pazour.  Motion carried.
Resolution No. 24835 setting the first Friday and Saturday, following the first Tuesday in November, as the annual dates on which the City Council work sessions regarding the strategic plan will be held was read by Pazour.  Moved by Pazour, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24835.  All in favor, motion carried.

Resolution No. 24836 setting the third Friday and Saturday in January as the annual dates on which the City Council work sessions regarding the operating budget will be held was read by Spinks.  Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to approve Res. No. 24836.  All in favor, motion carried.

Moved by Spinks, seconded by Crawford to concur with the Mayor’s appointment recommendation, as follows:

a. Renae Forsyth-Christy, 2130 Geode Street, Marion Civil Rights Commission, term expires 12-31-16.

All in favor, motion carried.

Council Discussion Time:


Council Member Pazour stated that she has received calls from neighbors regarding Elza Park.  They are requesting better lighting at the park.

Council Member Pazour noted that the wood at the entrance to the Library needs stained. 

Council Member Pazour noted that the new business cards don’t have the department phone numbers on them.


Council Member Pazour stated that she did accuse the City Manager of purchasing property.  She noted that she visited with the City Manager after that meeting and he explained that he receives information on properties that would be desirable for the City to own before someone else can purchase the property.  


Council Member Etzel stated that she appreciated that Jeanne Matthews and the other business owners attended the Council meeting tonight.  Council Member Etzel explained that she hopes people take Ms. Matthews comments seriously because no one should be bullied.  


Council Member Spinks stated that it was nice to have so many people present at the Council meeting tonight.  He noted that he liked to hear everyone join in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
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Council Member Spinks stated that the presentation at the Library last Wednesday was very good.  He noted that Marion Independent Schools will benefit from the development.  Council Member Spinks stated that he was glad that the Library Board has decided to have a vote on the project.   He noted that the presentation is available on the Library website.  

Council Member Spinks noted that there has been a growing movement against the management of the City.  He noted that there are good websites.  He noted that the website “Citizens for a Better Marion” is a positive website.  MarionIAActivist is a negative website.  He noted that there are things being said that are not true.  Council Member Spinks stated that he supports the City Manager and the staff and thanked City Manager Lon Pluckhahn for his service to the City.  He stated that he wants to see Marion succeed in the endeavors that are going on because the citizens will benefit.

Council Member AbouAssaly also thanked the entire City staff.  He stated that the staff wants to see good things happen in Marion and are making good things happen.  He noted that Marion is the envy of many cities in Iowa and the Midwest.  He explained when people make comments that there is nothing right or good happening in Marion they lose credibility.  Council Member AbouAssaly explained that the problems Marion has are good problems caused from growth of the community.  People want to live in Marion and the City is trying to react to the growth in a way that make sense.  He noted that we are all on the same team, we all working towards the same goal, and we all love Marion.  He noted that we will not always agree on everything but when we disagree we need to keep it civil.  Council Member AbouAssaly stated that when we disagree on something let’s make it based on facts and sound reasoning, because then we respect everyone’s opinion and everyone’s right to object to a decision.

Council Member AbouAssaly stated that comments have been made that the 29th Avenue/35th Street roundabout will be the test.  He noted that the Alburnett Road/Tower Terrace Road is the test.  He drives on it every day with multiple cars in the roundabout.  He explained that it works beautifully.  It forces traffic to slow down and works very well. 

Council Member Draper noted that there are citizens in the community that need watching.  He stated that there was a drive-by shooting in Marion.  He explained that our Police Department is prepared but he stated that they need to watch their back.  He thanked our Police Department for their service.  

Council Member Draper reminded everyone of the school board election next week.

Council Member Draper noted that the Library meeting was very good.  He explained that he is glad the Library Board has decided to go to a vote.  He noted that it will take a lot of meetings and work by the Library Board and City Council to present the information to the public.


Council Member Draper stated that if he is not re-elected he only has seven meeting left.  He noted that he has a couple of things he wants done.  He wants to know where Fire Station #3 will be located.  He explained that quick fire service response keeps homeowner insurance rates down.  He also requested that the City parking lot in the Uptown be hard surfaced.
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Mayor Bouska adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m.





















____________________________








Snooks Bouska, Mayor

Attest:

____________________________

Beth J. Little, Assistant City Clerk

